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Some Downs and a Lot of Ups

T

he past couple of months have been mixed
ones. On the down side, we find that we
need a new editor for our Journal, while the
archaeology and heritage staff at the University
of Chester continue to be threatened with
redundancy, and recently we have learnt with
great sadness of the death of Prof David Shotter,
who will be known to many as a key figure in the
study of the Roman archaeology of the NorthWest since the 1970s.
However, there is much to be positive about. We
have successfully finished our winter–spring
series of virtual lectures, with most of them now
available on our website, and we invite suggestions for the next series, starting in September.
The easing of Covid -19 restrictions has allowed
us to arrange three excursions over the summer,
with the possibility of more later in the year; the
first is on 14 June, so hurry up if you haven’t already booked. For the energetic there are fieldwork opportunities with the Clwydian Range Archaeology Group.

Holt Castle, the destination of our first excursion

At our AGM we again strengthened our Council,
including the recruitment of a new Librarian, and
celebrated the award of our Undergraduate
Dissertation Prize and our grant for the study of
Portable Antiquities Scheme finds from Cheshire.
For the Chester Heritage Festival (18–28 June)
we have recorded our first virtual tour, of the
amphitheatre and Dee House.

Archaeology at the University of Chester under
Threat: Update

I

n response to the University of Chester’s decision to issue all archaeology and heritage lecturers
with ‘at risk of redundancy’ letters at the beginning of April, our President, Paul Booth, wrote to
the Vice-Chancellor, Eunice Simmons, to express our collective concerns. The key issues raised were:
• Damage to the University’s own reputation, which has been enhanced by the high public profile of
the staff under threat;
• The impact that closure would have on exploration of the archaeology and heritage of the region;
• Reduction in access to the results of the new research, activities and events instigated by
archaeology and heritage staff at the University, for the wider public as well asmembers of the
Society;
• Weakening the long-established bond between the University and the Society, particularly as
many of our Council members and broader membership are affiliated with the University in some
capacity.
Our President received a response from the Vice-Chancellor acknowledging the letter and concerns.
The Vice-Chancellor stated that the department was not under threat of closure but that there would
be a reduction in staff numbers across the Chester and Shrewsbury campuses. We have subsequently
learnt that two members of staff will be made redundant over the summer , but those staff are yet to
be identified.
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Portable Antiquities Scheme Finds Study Grant:
Last Call for Applications!

A

pplications for our grant to study finds reported to the Portable Antiquities Scheme from
Cheshire close on 30 June, so if you are interested in taking advantage of it, don’t delay!

The Portable Antiquities Scheme database offers lots of potential for the study of finds from many
periods, helping to fill out our knowledge away from known settlements. The Research page on
their website (https://finds.org.uk/research) gives an idea of work under way across the country
and of possible projects.
Our grant is worth up to £700 and the work can be spread over two years, leading to publication
of the results in our peer-reviewed Journal. The Grants and Awards page of our website (https://
chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/grants-and-awards/) gives details of how to apply and conditions; it
has two short videos that you can also watch here by clicking on the images below: on the PAS in
general and on our last award. For more advice, speak to our local Finds Liaison Officer, Heather
Beeton, email Heather.Beeton@liverpool museums.org.uk.

Lectures

Fieldwork

O

Excavation opportunities at Moel Arthur,
near Mold

ur 2020/1 lecture series has now finished
for the summer. All of the lectures from this
series, with the exception of Mel Giles' talk on
bog bodies, are now available on the Lectures
page of the Society’s website. In addition, the
short talks provided by the 2020 and 2021
Dissertation Prize winners at this year's AGM are
available to view on the Grants and Awards
page.
The 2021/2 lecture series will start in September,
and it is our intention to continue hosting these
online until the end of the year, at which time
we will review the feasibility of returning to
lectures in person. If you have any topics,
themes or periods you would like to see covered
by the lecture series, please send suggestions to
Jo Kirton, secretary@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk,
and we will use these to help shape the lecture
series.
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T

he Clwydian Range Archaeology Group
(CRAG) will be excavating on the flank of
Moel Arthur again this summer, where previous
investigations have revealed traces of activity
dating back to at least the Neolithic period. The
excavation will run every day from Saturday 17
July to Friday 13 August, weather permitting.
The aim is to cover the area between an ancient
stream channel and other features, such as a
mound of burnt stones associated with a large,
geologically-distinct white stone.
If you would like to know more, please contact
CRAG on info@cragnorthwales.co.uk.
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Excursions are back (fingers crossed!)

S

o far we have three excursions planned this year, and hope to organise more if circumstances
allow. They offer a much-needed chance to renew contact with one another, as well as to visit
interesting places. They will also provide an opportunity to support all the hard-pressed
organisations that are welcoming us, so please come along to as many as you can!
Monday 14 June: Guided Tour of Holt
Starting at 1.30 pm from the public car park on Cross Street LL13 9JD
Members of Holt Local History Society have kindly agreed to give us the benefit of their knowledge
of the archaeology and history of the village. While the castle and the site of the legionary tile works
are worth visits in themselves, there is a great deal more to learn about the area.
The visit will be particularly topical because Wrexham Museum is mounting an exhibition on Holt
later in the year (dates to be confirmed), which will include artefacts held by the National Museum
of Wales.
The three-mile route follows a mostly flat trail. There is potential for mud and potholes, so
participants will need to take this into account. There is a public lavatory at the car park. Holt has
several cafes and pubs, many with outdoor sitting areas. Members wanting to extend their day
could add the Farndon Trail (further information on www.holtvillage.co.uk).
Wednesday 7 July: Visit to Gwydir Castle, Gardens and Chapel
Llanrwst LL26 0P. Starting at 11.00 am
This Tudor House in the Conwy Valley is rated one of the finest in Wales. It has been restored by
its current owners, one of whom will be providing us with a guided tour. The original castle was
the ancestral home of the Wynn family. We shall be able to walk to the historically significant
seventeenth-century chapel nearby, as well as to enjoy the gardens
There will be a charge is £10.50 per person (concessions £10.00). Tea, coffee and biscuits will be
available when we arrive at an additional cost of £3.00 per person. Lavatories are available.
The tour involves climbing steps, some of which are narrow and uneven.
Bodnant Gardens are close by, as well as Conwy Castle and walks along the Conwy Valley.
Wednesday 28 July: Excavation at Nesscliffe Hill Camp
Starting at 4.00 pm from the car park at Nesscliffe Country Park (SY4 1DG )
This is an exceptional Iron Age multi-enclosure hillfort. In addition to the interest of the site itself,
the excavation team led by Professor Gary Lock and Dr Paul Reilly use cutting-edge techniques for
investigation and recording.
Apart from the risks of slips and trips around the site, the access route may be uneven and steep in
places and exposed to the elements.
General information
Guests of members are welcome when spare places are available. A donation of £3.00 per person
to Society funds will be appreciated. Entry fees and other charges are payable in advance. Note
that you will need to organise your own transport for trips, and please observe any relevant Covid
regulations and advice applicable at the time (eg re car sharing).
For booking and more information, contact Hilary Lidbury (excursions@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk).
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Chester Heritage Festival 18–28 June 2021
Two millennia and counting: A virtual tour of Chester’s Roman amphitheatre site –
a ‘persistent place’, where people came together in different ages

T

he history of Chester’s amphitheatre site
goes back 8000 years to the Mesolithic
period. For this year’s Chester Heritage Festival,
the Society decided to produce a Covid-safe
virtual tour that focuses on the continuity of the
area as a meaningful place over the past 2000
years. A group of members met at the site and
filmed the tour on a warm afternoon in May.
The ‘tour guide’ was Vice-President Dr Peter
Carrington and the film crew Council members
Julian Baum and Andrew Reynolds.
The virtual tour, which takes around thirty
minutes, recounts the history of Roman amphitheatres in general and discusses the discovery,
excavation and key features of the largest example in the United Kingdom. Seven areas of the
site are ‘visited’, with insights at each spot, such
as the construction of the seating, the ‘tethering
stone’ and the original triple passageways of the
east entrance.

After the end of Roman occupation, masonry
was inserted into the east entrance, possibly
forming the crypt or tower of an early church,
very much like that at Tarragona, Spain. This may
be the first iteration of St John’s Church,
supposedly founded in ad 689 by Aethelred of
Mercia.
After the Dissolution of 1547, outbuildings of
St John’s were acquired by the local gentry,
being rebuilt after the Civil War as mansions
such as Dee House. In 1867, by then a convent
school, Dee House acquired a three-storey
chapel that competed with the west tower of
St John’s and overlooked the Anglican Bishop’s
Palace – a symbol of Catholic emancipation.
Finally, future research potential is discussed,
especially for the early medieval period. Film
editor Julian Baum has also produced some
digital animations that locate the amphitheatre
in the modern landscape.
This year, because of Covid restrictions, many
of the Heritage Festival events will take place
online. For details, see https:/www.chester
heritagefestival.co.uk/ and @chesterherifest.
The recording of the amphitheatre tour will go
‘live’ during the ten days of the festival, and it
is planned that it will then become available on
the Society’s website via its YouTube channel.
Andrew Reynolds
Left Filming in the east entrance of the
amphitheatre

Journal Editor Needed!

O

ur Journal is the Society’s most enduring contribution to local intellectual life, as is witnessed
by the continued usefulness of early issues, now easily accessible on the Archaeology Data
Service website. However, the Journal requires dedicated time to produce, and our current Editor,
Rachel Swallow, has found that she cannot satisfactorily combine the editorship with her prime
role as Chair of the Society’s Council.
We are therefore seeking a new Editor, to take over the role as soon as possible. S/he would be
responsible for the production of volume 92, to appear in November 2022, for which contributions
are received from the end of December 2021.
The Society already has a pool of editorial expertise that could form a supporting subcommittee,
but ideally we are looking for somebody to take on the lead role.
For a detailed role description, please email the Honorary Secretary, Joanne Kirton, secretary
@ChesterArchaeolsoc.org.uk.
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AGM 2021

O

ur 2021 online AGM took place on 28 April,
only five months after the delayed 2020
meeting, and brought our business year back
onto its normal schedule, despite the difficulties
posed by the continuing Covid pandemic.
There were further changes to the membership
of Council:
• Peter Winn of the Sandstone Ridge Trust
stepped down at the end of this three-year
term, and we thank him for this service.
• Ian Candlin handed over to Hugh Bray as
Treasurer but was re-elected as an ordinary
member of Council; Hugh now combines the
roles of Treasurer and Membership Secretary. We thank them both for the way that
they have handled an inevitably extended
transition period.
• Jane Hebblewhite stood down as Librarian
but has likewise been re-elected as an
Ordinary Member of Council. As Librarian we
welcome Jennifer Maddock. Jennifer grew up
in Chester and is a Freeman of the City, but
spent her career working in a variety of specialist libraries.
• Our last Chairman, Janet Axworthy, rejoins
us as a Vice-President, filling the gap left by
the sad death of Rosemary Martin.

• As new Ordinary Members of Council we

welcome Kelly Griffiths and Rowan Patel.
Kelly graduated last year from the University
of Chester and won our 2020 prize for the
best final year dissertation. Rowan has published The Windmills and Watermills of
Wirral: a Historical Survey, reviewed in JCAS
86, 2016, 5–6 and contributed an intriguing
article to last year’s journal on a possible
Roman road in Wirral (JCAS 90, 2020,39–50).
In place of the usual single lecture after the business meeting, we were treated to four short
talks: by Rowena Young and Kelly Griffiths (Final
Year Undergraduate Dissertation Prize winners
2019 and 2020) on the subjects of their research,
‘Early Mesolithic comparisons of wetland deposition in the Vale of Pickering’ and ‘Horse sense:
An investigation into human–horse relationships
in the Iron Age’ respectively (Chester Antiquary
20-2, 1 and Chester Antiquary 21-3, 10); an
introduction to the Portable Antiquities Scheme
(PAS) by Heather Beeton, Finds Liaison Officer
for Cheshire, Merseyside and Greater Manchester; and by Pauline Clarke on her study of early
medieval finds from Cheshire reported to the
PAS, published in JCAS 90, 2020,71–122
(Summary in Chester Antiquary 21-3, 6–8).

Prof Emeritus David Shotter, 1939–2021

W

e are very sad to report the death on 23 May of David Shotter, Emeritus Professor of
Roman Imperial History at Lancaster University and an Honorary Research Fellow of the
university's Centre for North-West Regional Studies.
David Shotter was born on 1 March 1939 and grew up in London. After a short stint at Queen's
University Belfast, he went to Lancaster shortly after the university was founded and spent the rest
of his career there, becoming a prominent member of the archaeological community in the NorthWest and an expert on Roman coins.
David was a prominent supporter of the Centre for North-West Regional Studies, where he
inaugurated the annual February conference on regional archaeology that was eagerly looked
forward to by many of us. He was also an entertaining speaker at meetings of the region's
archaeological and historical societies. He was a founder member of the Lancaster Archaeological
Society, a past President of the Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquarian and Archaeological
Society and a former trustee of the Vindolanda Trust.
He published widely on Roman history, imperial and regional, but perhaps his greatest legacy will
be his Roman Coins of North West England and its three supplements, which are now standard
works of reference. We can only hope that his work will be continued.
David Shotter was revered as a teacher, supporter and friend, and many of his students have risen
to prominent positions in the region; he will be sorely missed. We offer our deepest condolences
to his widow, Anne.
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Grosvenor Park Excavation 2021
Finds from a momentous century: Tudor luxury to Civil War destruction

T

he fifteenth season of excavations in the
Grosvenor Park, Chester, took place this
year from 19 April to 14 May. The excavation,
run by West Cheshire Museums, is a partnership
project with the University of Chester and
provides training for the Department of History
and Archaeology second –year students. The
2020 season was postponed and shortened to
two weeks because of the pandemic, but this
year, with Covid-safety measures in place, the
full four-week excavation was able to take place
with twenty-four students.
Previous seasons have revealed much new, and
often remarkable, information about this area of
Chester and its inhabitants, and the 2021 excavation consolidated that information.
The site
Excavation this year was focused on Trench VIII,
which was extended to the west and south to
test for evidence of a bank associated with the
large ninth- to tenth-century ditch investigated
in 2019. The new extensions to the trench
exposed a large expanse of building debris associated with the demolition of Cholmondeley’s
house as part of the Parliamentarian siege of
Chester during the Civil War.
Towards the eastern end of Trench VIII a north–
south medieval ditch and accompanying stone
revetment wall had been tentatively identified
during the 2020 season. Investigation of the
upper fills of this ditch in 2021 confirmed that
the final phase of infilling had taken place during
the sixteenth century. The uppermost part of
this infilling produced a well preserved piece of
Romanesque sculpture, which had probably
originally decorated part of the adjacent
St John’s Church.
Part of the exposed stone revetment wall of the
ditch had an opening in it to accommodate the
outflow from a connecting stone culvert. A
similar feature had been noted to the north
when another section of this wall was uncovered
in Trench IV during the 2015 season. These
details confirm that the ditch had originally
functioned as the outflow for a complex drainage
system associated with the precinct around
St John’s church during the medieval period.
The finds
The 2021 finds assemblage was retrieved from
two principal features: the medieval ditch and
the Civil War destruction layer.
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Romanesque sculpture found in top of a drainage
ditch associated with the precinct of St John’s Church

The deposits filling the re-cut of the medieval
ditch produced pottery that indicates that it
was still open in the sixteenth century. The lowest fill produced an almost complete Cisterciantype ware cup, similar in form to examples from
the 25 Bridge Street excavations and from the
Rainford pottery production site near St Helen's,
Merseyside. Whilst Cistercian-type wares may
occur elsewhere in England as early as the late
fifteenth century, the evidence to date suggests
that locally they were in use in the sixteenth century. Another sixteenth-century vessel is represented by two joining pieces from a Cologne
stoneware jug, dated to between 1525 and
1550. Fragments of a range of sixteenth-century
imported pottery and glass have been found
scattered throughout deposits across the site.
Abundant quantities of bone were the principal
find from the ditch deposits, and the apparently
wide range of mammal, fish and bird bone
suggests high-status food consumption at a time
where not just the quantity but the variety of
meats made available to guests signified the
hosts' wealth and status. The find of a cetacean
vertebra, possibly a porpoise, emphasises the
potential status of the occupants of the site.
Cetacean bones tend to be found on high-status
sites where roast porpoise would have featured
on the menu; a favourite dish of Queen Elizabeth
I, it fell out of favour after the sixteenth century
(see https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/
10094047/).
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The Civil War destruction layer produced a wide
variety of finds but is significant for the large
assemblage of late medieval and early postmedieval building materials and artefacts associated with military activity – one of the largest
found in the city. In addition to a variety of sizes
of lead shot, both used and flattened by impact,
a large number of gunpowder holder caps were
found, as well as a potential musket rest and the
top of a pike.
Notable amongst the building material is a
quantity of floor tiles retrieved in the area above
the mortar surface first identified in 2020; the
limited range of designs suggests a single floor.
These pose the question whether a floor of the
late medieval building survived the late sixteenth
-century modifications by the Cholmondeleys.
Pieces of late sixteenth- to early seventeenthcentury moulded plaster and a piece of carved
stone are potentially from a decorative fireplace.
These and the imported tablewares suggest a
household of some luxury. An unusual find of a
beautifully made medieval bone stylus (60 mm
long), found in the area of the floor tiles, is
perhaps an artefact from the former chapel of
the confraternity of St Anne.
Julie Edwards and Dan Garner

Top left 16th-century Cistercian-type ware cup from
the bottom of the recut of the medieval ditch
Top right Cetacean vertebra, possibly from a
porpoise, found in the medieval ditch
Bottom right Lead shot, powder holder caps and
potential musket rest , found in the Civil War
destruction layer
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The Chester Antiquary: Future Issues

W

e have been doing our best to keep in touch with members during lockdown, and since the
AGM in November 2020 we have now published five extended newsletters instead of the
usual two, four-page, issues per year. We plan to maintain an enhanced publication rate for the
rest of 2021 at least, but we are only able to afford to do this because most members now read
their copies online.
Printing and posting newsletters uses a disproportionate amount of subscription income. We have
therefore decided to ask those members who still wish to receive paper copies to pay an extra £10
per year to cover the costs, with effect from 1 May 2021. Alternatively you can register your email
address with Hugh Bray (membership@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk) and have digital versions sent
to you, or you can read them at https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/newsletter/ on any computer
with internet access . We are sorry to have to do this and hope that you understand the reasoning.
Payments should be made by cheque to the Chester Archaeological Society , c/o Hugh Bray, Black
Dog Farm, Waverton, Chester CH3 7PB. Tel 01244 336069.

Grants and Awards

Contacts

We shall be offering the following grants and
awards in 2021:

Chair Rachel Swallow
chair@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk

Undergraduate Dissertation Prize
Our annual prize of £100 for the best Final Year
dissertation in the Department of History and
Archaeology at the University of Chester.

Secretary Joanne Kirton
secretary@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk

St John’s House Fund
Grants totalling up to £500 pa for
archaeological work in Cheshire. Applications
may be made at any time of year.
PAS Finds Study Grant
A grant of up to £700 for the study of finds
from the pre-1974 county of Cheshire reported
to the Portable Antiquities Scheme, the results
to be published in our journal. Applications
should be submitted by 30 June.
For more information on all these grants and
awards, see https:/chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/
grants-and-awards/.

Membership Secretary Hugh Bray
membership@chesterarchaeolosc.org.uk
Journal Editor Vacant
Excursions Co-ordinator Hilary Lidbury
excursions@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk
Webmaster Hugh Bray
webmaster@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk
General enquiries
chesterarchaeologicalsociety@gmail.com
Like us us on Facebook and follow us on
Twitter @ChesterArchSoc

Make a Donation
Annual subscriptions only cover the regular running costs of the Society, plus some of the costs of
our Journal. We want to be able to continue and expand our programme of prizes and grants, in
order to reward excellence in student performance, encourage people to undertake research, and
promote local archaeology and conservation generally.
You can help us to do this by making a donation. Click the Donate Now link to go to the Giveall
platform, where you can make payments by PayPal or debit/credit card and allow us to claim Gift
Aid. Thank you for your support!
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