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Archaeology at the University of Chester under 
Threat 

O ver the past three decades, both archae-
ology and heritage have become well  

established disciplines in the Department of 
History and Archaeology at the University of 
Chester. Some of you may have seen press 
releases informing that staff from the Archae-
ology Department (including those teaching 
heritage), who are based both at Chester and 

at Shrewsbury, are among those in the uni-
versity potentially targeted for redundancy.  
 
In addition to periodic press releases, you 
can also find out more on Twitter, at  
ArchaeologyChester (@Archaeology 
Che1), and also via archaeologychester. 
wordpress.com. 

A Short but Busy Year! 

T he business year that ends with our AGM 
on 28 April has been a short one, thanks 

to the last AGM being delayed until the end  
of November, but also a very busy one! 
 
We have moved as many as possible of our 
activities online – better than some national 
organisations – and delivered our lecture  
programme via Zoom. We have also tried to 
compensate for the lack of face-to-face  
contact between members with more  
frequent newsletters. 
 
We have responded to the Cheshire West 
and Chester Climate Emergency Response 
Plan and the revision of the Chester One City 
Plan. Historic, ‘walkable’ places like Chester 
offer great potential for traffic reduction and 
for becoming ‘fifteen- (or even five-) minute 
cities’. On the other hand, there are potential 
risks to rural archaeology from landscape  
adaptation. Much more remains to be done to 
make the most of Chester’s heritage  
potential. 
 
Ian Candlin stands down as Treasurer at the 
AGM, and we offer him our warmest thanks 
for having served well beyond the normal 
term. Peter Winn also stands down, and we 
likewise thank him for his contribution. Jane 
Hebblewhite’s term as Librarian is coming to 
an end, and we are looking for an enthusias-
tic member to replace her. 

Looking forward, it looks as if the coronavirus 
pandemic will continue to affect our  
activities throughout the year, but we hope 
that some excursions and fieldwork will be 
possible. We are also planning to contribute 
to the Chester Heritage Festival (19–28 
June), which this year will be a remote event. 
 
We are advertising our biennial grant for the 
study of Portable Antiquities Scheme finds 
again this year. Pauline Clarke, last holder of 
the grant, and Heather Beeton, Finds Liaison 
Officer for Cheshire, will be speaking at the 
AGM. This scheme has attracted a lot of  
favourable attention and we look forward to 
receiving high-quality applications. 
 
Council now has subgroups covering all 
fields of the Society’s activities and they will 
start to report back in the next few months, 
especially on bringing the Society’s admin-
istration up to date and taking a more pro-
active, planned  approach to finance. 
 
You can find out more on many of these  
stories in the pages that follow. Thank you  
all for your continuing support through these 
challenging times! 
 
Rachel Swallow 
Chair, Chester Archaeological Society 
 

archaeologychester.wordpress.com
archaeologychester.wordpress.com
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Lectures Spring 2021 
 

Wednesday 5 May 2021 at 7:30pm: ‘Lost Linears’: Recent investigations into Offa’s  
and Wat’s Dyke (2018–2020) 
Ian Grant (Senior Archaeologist, Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust)  
 
Recent excavations on three local sites on Wat’s Dyke and Offa’s Dyke have shown that these ‘lost’ 
sections are still a valuable archaeological resource permitting scientific dating.  
 

For more information, see https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/lectures/. We are now  
recording talks (subject to copyright) and making them available on our website, initially in 
the Members’ Area and then two weeks later open access on the Lectures page. 

Excursions  

By early summer we are hoping to resume excursions. At present, there is still some  
uncertainty about what sites may be able to offer by way of public engagement and what 
limitations and safeguards will be in place. However, on a positive note, most potential  
destinations are eager to welcome us! We will keep you informed of developments via the 
newsletter, the Society’s website, email and social media. 

Fieldwork 

The lockdown has been hard on all of us, and that has limited the opportunities for  
volunteering on archaeological projects. We hope that things are now beginning to change 
and that community excavations will begin to reappear. The Clwydian Range Archaeology 
Group (CRAG) are planning a geophysical survey and excavation. The dates are as  
follows. 
 
Saturday 29 May – Friday 4 June 
Geophysical survey at Bryneglwys (a site near Ruthin with mounds which initial  
assessment suggests are prehistoric). 
  
Saturday 17 July – Friday 13 August 
Excavation at a site on the flank of Moel Arthur. The intention is to excavate the area  
between the paleochannel and the ‘burnt mound’ structure. 
  
If you are interested, further information is posted on the CRAG website:  
www.cragnorthwales.wordpress.com and on Facebook. 

AGM 2021 Notification 
Please note that the 2021 Annual General Meeting of the Chester Archaeological Society 
will be held on Wednesday 28 April at 7:00pm, facilitated by Zoom. 
 
The AGM will be followed by a series of short talks highlighting research that the Society 
has supported or recognised through grants and prizes. More information can be found in 
the agenda available in the Members’ Area of the website, alongside the Zoom invitation 
and all the papers. 
 
The quorum for this meeting is twenty-one members exclusive of the Chairman, Secretary 
and Treasurer. Attendance is limited to 100 members, and booking will be accepted on a 
first come first served basis 
 
If you have any questions about the AGM please e-mail them to Secretary@ 
chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk. 

https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/lectures/
http://www.cragnorthwales.wordpress.com/
mailto:Secretary@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk
mailto:Secretary@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk
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Payment of CAS Membership Subscriptions  
The subscription for all classes of CAS membership became due on 1 January 2021.  

We can only maintain and increase our activities with the support of members, so please 
check that you have renewed and are paying the correct amount! If subscriptions remain 
unpaid after the end of March we shall assume that you do not wish to renew your  
membership.  

Rates are unchanged: Ordinary £20, Associate £10, Institutional £25, Student £10.  
 
Can we urge as many people as possible to pay their subscription by Standing Order; this 
reduces the Society’s administrative costs and enables the maximum amount of funds to 
be used for Members’ benefit. Membership Application Forms with the necessary authori-
sation can be downloaded here: https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/how-to-join/. If you are a 
UK taxpayer, please complete the Gift Aid Declaration on the Membership Application 
Form; this enables the Society to reclaim 25p for every £1 that you pay to the Society.  
 
You can also pay by bank transfer; the Society’s bank details are set out on the Member-
ship Application Form 
 
Could those members who still prefer to pay by cash or cheque please send their payment 
to Hugh Bray, Black Dog Farm, Waverton, Chester CH3 7PB. 
 
In addition to paying your annual membership subscription, you can help the Society by 
making a donation; just click on this link DONATE NOW. 

Librarian Needed! 
Our Librarian Jane Hebblewhite is coming to the end of her three-year term, and we are 
looking for an enthusiastic and methodical member of the Society with an interest in  
archaeological and historical literature to replace her after the AGM. 
 
Between 2010 and 2015 the Society’s library underwent a massive downsizing, prompted 
mainly by the need to move it from the council works depot where it had been (very unsat-
isfactorily) stored for over ten years. The collection now has a more regional focus and  
comprises works with a lasting research value or which document the history of the Society 
or the evolution of the archaeological and historical disciplines. Journals are housed in the 
University of Chester Seaborne Library and books in the Cheshire Libraries Reserve Store 
at Hartford Way, Chester; a small number of items have also more recently been trans-
ferred from the former History and Heritage in St Michael’s Church to the Record Office in 
Duke Street. 
 
The first task of the Librarian will be to keep on top of the cataloguing and location of items; 
the second will be to promote the use of the library. Although they are listed on public  
catalogues (both university and council), the fact that many items are not on open shelves 
means that they cannot be browsed. Better publicity and the possibility of moving the  
collection to other, more accessible, sites need to be investigated. 
 
To read a little more about the library, see https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/library/. For a 
‘job description’, email Jo Kirton at secretary@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk. If you are  
interested but wary, don’t worry: other officers have been in the same position and will be 
very happy to help you! 

https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/how-to-join/
https://www.giveall.org/GA.dll/ShowCharityPage?PN=ViewCharity&ID=278229
https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/library/
mailto:secretary@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk
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M y childhood was surrounded by books,  
tales from history, and astronomy. I was  

fortunate in my father being an amateur  
astronomer and having an interest in eight-
eenth- and nineteenth-century North  
America; it introduced me to the idea of ‘the 
past’. There was a day when the family 
boarded a coach trip to Housesteads and I 
was introduced to Hadrian’s Wall for the first 
time. I vividly recall being overawed by the 
fort, and the Wall disappearing in the dis-
tance to east and west. Dad said, ‘it’s like 
they were here only yesterday’; that gave  
me goosebumps. What passed for a visitor  
centre was offering a large print of Alan  
Sorrell’s Walltown, which fascinated my 
young mind. That was fifty years ago; my 
dad is gone, but that day and the curiosity it 
kindled still burns brightly, and the print that 
held my gaze is still on the wall behind me. 
 
I had four career choices as a youngster: 
astronaut, astronomer, archaeologist or  
special effects for movies. Astronaut was not 
a serious option; struggles with higher maths 
precluded astronomy; and, when I saw folk 
drawing at the Abbey Green excavation, I 
convinced myself that archaeology was also 
out, because my drafting abilities were argu-
ably worse than my higher maths! Special 
effects it was then because, truthfully, I really 
wanted to earn a living making pictures of 
the universe and of the future; but I also had 
a hankering to somehow image our interpre-
tations of the past – a tall order for someone 
who really could not draw. 
 
With the support of a physics teacher at 
school, and a highly enlightened headmas-
ter, I was guided into the world of technical 
photography, which I later pursued on a  
vocational course and ultimately combined 
with building miniatures and eccentric light-
ing rigs to create vistas of deep space in a 
back bedroom. A good career illustrating  
astronomy books naturally segued to digital 
in 1992. These new technologies prompted 
me to start thinking about archaeological  
reconstruction. 
 
I contacted Dan Robinson, then Keeper of 
Archaeology at the Grosvenor Museum,  
because I needed guidance in understanding 
early Chester, and I quickly realised how little 

we actually know. Peter Carrington intro-
duced me to David Mason, who was then 
writing his report on the Elliptical Building 
and wanted some reconstruction illustra-
tions. I was only a couple of years into 3-D 
modelling and felt privileged and excited to 
be invited to work on that with David. 
 
Since then, I have worked on many recon-
struction projects, for Historic England, 
RCAHMW, publishers, TV and local authori-
ties, including Lancashire County Council, 
where we won the Peter Neaverson Award 
for Digital Initiative and Innovation for our  
animation of the Lancashire boiler and com-
pound steam engine ‘Peace’ at Queen Street 
Mill Textile Museum, Burnley. More recent 
projects include some imagery for David  
Mason’s new book on Roman Durham 
(advertised elsewhere in this newsletter) and 
reconstructions of the temples at Maryport 
Roman fort. Current work includes recon-
structions for volume two of the Chester  
amphitheatre report and the Severan fort 
and roundhouse encampment at Vindolanda. 
 
I do not favour one project over another,  
although I cannot deny being rather proud of 
using 3-D geometry to reverse engineer the 
structure of the later Chester amphitheatre 
from minimal excavated evidence, and  
particularly the shape of the arena. The  
objective was to try to mimic the geometry 
that could be marked out by a group of men 
with some sticks and twine. The result 
matched the survey data precisely and  
explained an apparent anomaly recorded  
by Robert Newstead.  
 
The toolsets of 3-D modelling are powerful, 
but it is all too easy to fall into the trap of  
using perfect ovals or ellipses to draw an  
arena, when the evidence clearly reveals 
that they were all different and varied in their 
layout. A prime example of this is the Ellipti-
cal Building, which is clearly not elliptical but 
uses two arcs with offset centres, bisected 
by the main entrance passageways. As we 
noted during work for volume one of the  
amphitheatre report, there are curious simi-
larities in the methods of layout between the 
later amphitheatre and the Elliptical Building, 
prompting us to wonder if the same engineer 
was at work on both. 

 Julian Baum: Creating Images of the Past 

One of our new Council members talks about his work, from childhood aspirations to 
be an astronaut to using 3-D computer modelling to understand and reconstruct the 
major buildings of Roman Chester. 
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Sometimes figuring stuff out is a little less 
high tech. About twenty years ago, with my 
business partner Claire Duval Lewis, I was 
on a flagship site run by a national organisa-
tion. I had added a crenellated wall to a  
reconstruction of a particular period, based 
on an engraving from the eighteenth century. 
At a meeting we were told to remove the wall 
as it was merely artistic licence. While we 
argued, I failed to notice that Claire had 
slipped out of the meeting; she arrived back 
several minutes later, dishevelled but declar-
ing ‘I have found the wall!’ It was there, but 
encased in the most monumental beech 
hedge I have ever seen. Red faces all round! 

I cannot recall when I joined the Chester  
Archaeological Society originally – many 
years ago, I believe – but the invitation to 
join the Council came in early November 
2020, and I felt honoured to be asked. I am 
looking forward to contributing to the Socie-
ty and hopefully helping to boost the num-
ber of members. That is a long-haul and a 
non-trivial task for all, but it is clear, from 
our years of experience chatting with folk at 
the Heritage Open Days, that both locals 
and visitors are fascinated by the city’s his-
tory and archaeology and want more. 
 

The Lancashire boiler and compound steam engine ‘Peace’ at Queen Street Textile Mill Museum 

Reconstruction of Roman Chester as it may have looked in the third century, seen from the south-east 
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T his year the Society will once again be 
offering its grant for the study of finds  

reported to the Portable Antiquities Scheme 
from Cheshire. Our last grant was awarded 
to Pauline Clarke for a survey of early medie-
val finds, and here we highlight some of the 
main results of her work, published in our last 
Journal. 
 
The exhaustive study of the finds from Meols 
by David Griffiths and colleagues and volume 
IX of the Corpus of Anglo Saxon Stone 
Sculpture by Prof Richard Bailey throw shafts 
of light on aspects of life in the county during 
the early Middle Ages. Even so, the period 
can still feel like a ‘Dark Age’, with it being 
difficult to get a grasp of the broader picture. 
Pauline Clarke’s survey of finds reported to 
the Portable Antiquities Scheme gives a 
glimpse of what was going on. 
 
Excluding hoards and individual coins, 131 
early medieval finds had been reported from 
across the county – comparable to Shrop-
shire and Staffordshire but far fewer than  
areas to the east and south. In part this is the 
result of pastoral rather than arable farming, 
which is better for metal detecting, but it also 
seems to reflect a long-term pattern of the 
rarer use of durable material culture across 
northern and western Britain. 
 
There were no finds that could be dated  
exclusively to the fifth century and only  
eighteen to the sixth to eighth centuries. 

New Light on the ‘Dark Ages’ in Cheshire 

Thanks to our grant for the study of finds reported to the Portable Antiquities Scheme, 
a survey of early medieval finds from Cheshire now provides a broader dimension to 
our knowledge of life in the county during the period. 

Top Hanging bowl mount LANCUM-C137FF from 
Middlewich 

Above Radiate brooch LVPL-A135E3 from 
Delamere, c ad 500–600 

Left Penannular brooch LVPL-2035 from  
Shavington cum Gresty, c ad 410–600 
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Although hanging bowls are thought to have 
been made by British craftsmen, they are 
usually found in Anglo-Saxon areas; thus the 
mount from Middlewich is of note, although 
its details leave open the possibility that it is 
of Roman date.  
 
The fine penannular brooch from Shavington 
cum Gresty is again a British type, with  
examples found widely across western and 
northern Britain and the south Midlands. By 
contrast the radiate type of brooch from 
Delamere is found in continental graves and 
over much of southern and eastern England; 
the Cheshire example is the only one listed 
north-west of Leicestershire.  
 
Apart from two sleeve clasps, of a type that 
originated in Scandinavia in the fourth centu-
ry and is mostly found in England around 
Humber and the Wash, the final early find 
with continental parallels is a rectangular-
section buckle from Huxley. Parallels are 
mostly found in Switzerland, the Rhineland 
and, in England, in Hampshire and Kent. The 
empty panels on the Huxley buckle could 
have been decorated with garnets, like the 
example illustrated from Hampshire.  
 
The pectoral cross from Faddiley is of a rare 
form and resembles St Cuthbert’s Cross, 
dated to the second half of the seventh  
century; its front is covered with gold plates 
decorated with imitation filigree and may 
have had a central jewel.  
 
Of two eighth-century finds, the most impres-
sive is part of a pommel from Mouldsworth. 
The side element is decorated with a stylised 
animal head, and each side of the central 
element with intertwined pairs of animals. 
 
Between the ninth and eleventh centuries 
finds become more common. Among these 
are strap ends, widely found in a variety of 
decorative styles in southern and eastern 
Britain between ad 750 and 1100. The  
example from Alsager is a ’de-luxe’ example, 
with domed silver rivets and an animal-head 
terminal at the bottom with glass eyes and 
niello inlay, features of the Trewhiddle style, 
named after the hoard found near St Austell, 
Cornwall, in 1774. 
 
Perhaps the finest local examples of the  
Trewhiddle style are three silver brooches in 
a hoard from Marbury cum Quoisley. Their 
openwork, cross-based form is of the so-
called ‘Elmsett’ type. This type is usually 
found in eastern England, but examples from 

Left: Buckle LVPL-BFBC1E from Huxley, c ad 
450–600 

Right Parallel HAMP-A0905A with gilding and 
garnet-inlaid decoration from Hampshire 

Pectoral cross LVPL-1711 from Faddiley, dated  
c ad 750–800 but possibly earlier 

Left: Trewhiddle-style strap end LVPL-FE8590 
from Alsager, c ad 800–900 

Right Silver pommel LVPL-701468 from  
Mouldsworth, later part of the eighth century 

Chester, Nannerch and Galloway suggest 
Viking activity. 
 
The arrival of the Vikings brought new types 
of object as well as new decorative styles. 
Typical of the period are silver ingots and 
hacksilver – silver jewellery chopped up to 
serve as bullion for payments; examples of 
both were found at Eccleston. 
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The use of bullion involved the need 
for accurate weighing. Not only do 
three of the four lead weights from 
Cheshire correspond to known units, 
they also seem to exemplify  
differing Scandinavian and Norse-Irish  
systems, reflecting the county’s openness to 
influences both from the Danelaw of the east 
midlands and from Dublin. Another common 
feature of the Viking weights found in Chesh-
ire is the reuse of parts of earlier decorated 
panels; that on the one found at Chester has 
parallels with eighth-century Irish styles. 
 
Metal stirrups seem to have been a Viking 
introduction, and fourteen fittings from these 
have been recorded. A mount (holding the 
stirrup to the strap) from Somerford is possi-
bly the best example from Cheshire; it is dec-
orated in the Urnes style, with a snake’s 
head in the middle. A terminal from Somer-
ford may have come from the same stirrup 
 
Despite the inevitable collection biases, 
these finds add another, broader dimension 
to our knowledge of life in Cheshire in the 
early medieval period and so have their own 
distinct and important contribution to make. 
This makes it all the more important that 
metal-detecting is conducted responsibly and 
that discoveries are reported. 

Left Silver ingot and bar LVPL-2071 from  
Eccleston 

Centre Lead weight LVPL-9C24B6 from Chester 
decorated with reused copper alloy panel in 
eighth-century Irish style, c ad 750–900 

Right Stirrup mount LVPL-EC8F2F from  
Somerford in Viking Urnes style with snake’s 
head in middle, c ad 1050–1100 

Silver brooch no 1 from the Marbury cum Quoisley hoard LVPL-590EDA 

 

Note Images prefixed LANCUM- are © Portable 
Antiquities Scheme; LVPL- National Museums 
Liverpool; WMID-Birmingham Museums Trust; 
and HAMP- Winchester Museums Service.  

The Portable Antiquities Scheme database 
offers lots of potential for the study of finds 
from other periods, helping to fill out our 
knowledge of Cheshire away from known 
settlements. If you are interested in apply-
ing for our grant, visit https:/ chesterar-
chaeolsoc.org.uk/grants-and-awards/ and 
speak to the Finds Liaison Officer, Heather 
Beeton, email Heather.Beeton@liverpool 
museums.org.uk. 

https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CAS_consult20_CWaC_ClimateEmergencyResponsePlan_PC_Comments_V03.pdf.
https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CAS_consult20_CWaC_ClimateEmergencyResponsePlan_PC_Comments_V03.pdf.
mailto:Heather.Beeton@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
mailto:Heather.Beeton@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
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T he Society has now responded to 
Cheshire West and Chester’s consulta-

tion on the revision of the One City Plan. We 
reviewed progress on topics relevant to us – 
care of the historic environment, the quality 
of new development, traffic reduction and 
capitalising on the city’s potential to be more 
‘walkable’, creating new green space and 
investment in a city museum – against the 
Plan’s stated aims, objectives and timeline.  

‘New developments must be of a quality 
standard to sit proudly … within the city’s 
sensitive … architectural environment’  
There have been a number of welcome con-
servation projects, but the Council has too 
often failed in the aim of securing high-
quality new developments. The provisions  
of the National Model Design Code and the 
National Design Guide need to be imple-
mented, especially design codes. 
 
‘Be accessible and easy to travel around 
and welcoming …’ 
On traffic reduction, with the exception of 
the current temporary one-way system 
around the Inner Ring Road and the recent 
bus-cum-cycle lanes, the only progress has 
been the semi-pedestrianisation of  
Frodsham Street.  
 
Streets are the durable skeletons that give 
form to cities, they are the viewpoint from 
which buildings are most commonly experi-
enced and the place where people interact; 
they are not just traffic arteries. In central 
Chester, they have developed over two  
millennia. Despite the construction of the 
Inner Ring Road, the historic street plan sur-
vives remarkably well, and the city remains  
eminently ‘walkable’. This characteristic 
should be built on; future changes should be 
designed for people rather than motor  
vehicles and should mitigate the damage 
done to the grain of the historic city by  
twentieth-century road schemes. We there-
fore support the principle of the proposals in 
the Plan, but they need to be considered as 
a whole and linked to other strategies.  
 
‘…the delivery of new shared green spaces’. 
There have been welcome improvements to 
the public realm, in the form of ‘pocket 
parks’, along side the canal near King 
Charles’ Tower and at George Street. There 
may be scope to turn Boughton, City Road 

and dual-carriageway sections of the Inner 
Ring Road into tree-lined boulevards. Within 
the historic core of the city opportunities for 
tree-planting should be sought in backlands, 
eg in the Volunteer Street and Commonhall 
Street areas.  
 
‘Safeguard and invest in Chester’s rich  
history’  
Repairs have been carried out to the  
Watergate, Bluecoat School and the Agricola 
Tower of Chester Castle and are underway 
at the Bridgegate. However, progress has 
been slow: Rock Lane/Prince Rupert’s 
Trench was closed for years before repairs 
were carried out; those to the Northgate 
Steps have only just been finished, and the 
retaining wall of St Olave’s Church remains 
propped up, as are the steps at St Martin’s 
Gate and the Recorder’s Steps.  
 
Despite it being a high priority in the Plan, 
nothing has been done to invest in the 
Grosvenor Museum to ‘secure its position as 
the flagship museum for telling the story of 
Chester’s history’, either in terms of buildings 
or staff; indeed it has been stripped of most 
of its expert archaeological and historical 
staff. 
 
A study showed that it was feasible to create 
a museum in the Castle, but the results have 
never been made public. This could offer far 
more, accessible, space than the Grosvenor 
Museum and would make appropriate use of 
a historic building that ought to be a destina-
tion in its own right. We have advocated the 
provision of a more comprehensive museum 
since 2015 and have set out what we consid-
er should be its scope: not as a ‘cabinet of 
curiosities’ or a place that just regurgitates 
familiar, outworn stories, but as an stimulat-
ing place that shows why heritage matters – 
because the past shapes our physical,  
social, intellectual and emotional worlds. It 
should be a place where the development of 
Chester’s multi-layered urban environment 
and its rich, complex history as a borderland 
city can be explored in all their complexity.  
 
You can read our response in full at https://
chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2021/03/CAS_PlanConsult20_One 
CityPlan_Review_PC_Comments_V02.pdf. 
 

Peter Carrington 

Chester One City Plan Revision: The Society’s  
Response 

https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/CAS_PlanConsult20_OneCityPlan_Review_PC_Comments_V02.pdf
https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/CAS_PlanConsult20_OneCityPlan_Review_PC_Comments_V02.pdf
https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/CAS_PlanConsult20_OneCityPlan_Review_PC_Comments_V02.pdf
https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/CAS_PlanConsult20_OneCityPlan_Review_PC_Comments_V02.pdf
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Roman County Durham: The Eastern Hinterland 
of Hadrian’s Wall 

T his book is the first ever comprehensive study of 
County Durham during the Roman period. Per-

haps overshadowed by Hadrian’s Wall, the roads, 
forts and farming communities in its eastern hinter-
land formed a vital part of the infrastructure that sup-
ported the wall and its garrisons, as well as exerting 
a major influence upon the history and development 
of the county itself.  
 
The county’s wealth of Roman military archaeology 
has long been known, comprising no fewer than  
seven forts with their attendant civilian settlements – 
including some of the best-preserved Roman build-
ings in the whole of Britain – as well as a range of 
other installations. Supplementing this, discoveries 
made during the last twenty years have transformed 
our knowledge and understanding of life beyond the 
military communities, revealing a previously unsus-
pected intensity of settlement along with a range of 
settlement-types including villages, villas,and  
farmsteads.  

The book comprises 557 pages, 485 illustrations, 350 of which are in full colour and include 
reconstruction images and plans especially prepared for this publication.  
 
From 6 April until 3 May 2021 this book can be ordered at the reduced pre-publication price 
of £30.00 (including packaging and delivery). Full price thereafter will be £37.50 (including 
packaging and delivery). UK orders only. Orders will be despatched following publication on 
4 May.  
 
To place and pay for your order please visit the Durham County Record Office online shop: 
https://recordofficeshop.durham.gov.uk/.  
 
Proceeds from the sale of this book will be reinvested in archaeological research and  
publications.  

Pre-publication offer on a new book by our Vice-President, Dr David Mason 

O ur prize for the best Final Year History and Archaeology 
Undergraduate Dissertation at the University of Chester 

in 2020 goes to Kelly Griffiths for her study ‘Horse Sense:  
An investigation into Human–Horse Relationships in the Iron 
Age’. Our judges thought that all three dissertations submit-
ted  were of a very high standard but ultimately agreed on 
Kelly as the winner. 

‘well conceived, well thought out and well presented’ 

Kelly previously worked as a drama teacher in Moscow and 
Madrid, then taught English as a foreign language to a range 
of levels and age groups in Chester before turning to  
archaeology. Since graduating she has worked for Oxford 
Archaeology North on a variety of sites in northern England. 

 

People and Horses in the Iron Age 

https://recordofficeshop.durham.gov.uk/
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Who were the Celts, When and Where? 

A must-read new article by Dr Rachel Pope 
 

E thnic identities and origins are always hard to pin down. This applies particularly to the 
‘Celts’ – a term originally given by Classical authors to peoples in France and north of the 

Alps but which is also applied to post-Roman British culture and which is used in modern  
identities. A major new paper, ‘Re-approaching Celts – Origins, Society and Social Change’ 
by Dr Rachel Pope of the University of Liverpool (and one of our members), is a stimulating 
attempt to re-examine the slippery problems surrounding the prehistoric Celts (in part created 
by modern scholarship) and assembles a wide range of evidence. 

The abstract to the paper reads:  
This work re-approaches the origins of ‘the Celts' by detailing the character of their  
society and the nature of social change in Europe across 700–300 bc. A new 
approach integrates regional burial archaeology with contemporary classical texts to 
further refine our social understanding of the European Iron Age. Those known to us 
as ‘Celts’ were matrifocal Early Iron Age groups in central Gaul who engaged in social 
traditions out of the central European salt trade and became heavily involved in  
Mediterranean politics. The paper focuses on evidence from the Hallstatt–LaTene  
transition to solve a 150-year-old problem: how the Early Iron Age ‘Celts’ became the 
early La Tene ‘Galatai,’ who engaged in the ‘Celtic’ migrations and the sacking of 
Rome at 387 bc. 
 

The paper is published in the Journal of Archaeological Research 29 (1) (March 2021), and it 
is very pleasant to report that such a major piece of work is open access; it can be download-
ed free from https://tinyurl.com/32axvf8z or read online at https://tinyurl.com/2dxfv862. 

Sue Stallibrass 
Historic England Regional Science Advisor for North-West England 

T he end of March marked the retirement 
of Dr Sue Stallibrass, Historic England 

Science Advisor for North-West England. 
 
We cannot let the occasion pass without  
acknowledging the considerable support that 
Sue has cheerfully given this Society behind 
the scenes over the past few years through 
detailed refereeing of articles submitted for 
publication in our journal – and not just of 
their ‘scientific’ aspects. They have all been 
vastly improved by her input, and both con-
tributors and I as former Editor owe her a 
considerable debt of gratitude. 
 
Sue has published extensively on her own 
specialism of animal bones from sites of all 
periods, in Britain and abroad, but especially 
in north-west England. Most recently she 
has had the responsibility for coordinating 
the prehistoric section of the revised Region-
al Research Framework for the North-West. 
 
We wish Sue a very happy retirement but 
are pleased that she will not be disappearing 
from the local archaeological scene  
altogether but will remain an Honorary  

 
Research Fellow at the University of Liver-
pool 
 
Sue is replaced as Regional Science  
Advisor by Dr Sam Rowe, based at Man-
chester, and we look forward to working with 
her. 

Peter Carrington 

https://tinyurl.com/32axvf8z?fbclid=IwAR2xwqTRvtKFCUU92NLdYWvtId3ufnzV0_iAvK0ISyvXTtmKH31iWjiICvk
https://tinyurl.com/2dxfv862
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Grants and Awards 
We shall be offering the following grants 
and awards in 2021: 
 
Undergraduate Dissertation Prize 
Our annual prize of £100 for the best Final 
Year dissertation in the Dept of History and 
Archaeology at the University of Chester.  
 
St John’s House Fund 
Grants totalling up to £500 pa for archaeo-
logical work in Cheshire. Applications may 
be made at any time of year. 
 
PAS Finds Study Grant  
A grant of up to £700 for the study of finds 
from the pre-1974 county of Cheshire re-
ported to the Portable Antiquities Scheme, 
the results to be published in our journal. 
 
For more information on all these grants 
and awards, see https:/chesterarchaeolsoc. 
org.uk/grants-and-awards/. 
 
 
 

Contacts 
Chair Rachel Swallow 
chair@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk  
 
Secretary Joanne Kirton 
secretary@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk  
 
Membership Secretary Hugh Bray 
membership@chesterarchaeolosc.org.uk 
 
Journal Editor Rachel Swallow 
editor@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk 
 
Excursions Co-ordinator Hilary Lidbury 
excursions@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk 
 
Webmaster Hugh Bray 
webmaster@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk 
 
General enquiries  
chesterarchaeologicalsociety@gmail.com  
 
Find us on Facebook and follow us on  
Twitter @ChesterArchSoc 

 

The Chester Antiquary: Future Issues 
We have been doing our best to keep in touch with members during lockdown, and since 
the last AGM in November 2020 we have now published four extended newsletters instead 
of the usual two, four-page, issues per year. We plan to maintain an enhanced publication 
rate for the rest of 2021 at least, but we are only able to afford to do this because most 
members now read their copies online. 
 
Printing and posting newsletters uses a disproportionate amount of subscription income. 
We have therefore decided to ask those members who still wish to receive paper copies to 
pay an extra £10 per year to cover the costs, with effect from 1 May 2021. Alternatively you 
can register your email address with Hugh Bray (membership@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk) 
and have digital versions sent to you, or you can read them on any computer with internet 
access at https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/newsletter/. We are sorry to have to do this 
and hope that you understand the reasoning. 
 
Payments should be made by cheque to Hugh Bray, Black Dog Farm, Waverton,  
Chester CH3 7PB. Tel 01244 336069. 
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