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For details see overleaf. 

All lectures will be delivered online via Zoom, 
and you will need to register in advance as 
numbers are limited. All members with email 
will be sent a message inviting them to regis-
ter; the registration links are also posted in 
the Members’ Area of our website. You can 
find more information about the subjects of 
the talks on the Lectures page of our website 
https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/lectures/. 
 
If you are not a member and would like to 
attend any of the lectures listed, why not join 
us for £20 pa as a Full Member or £10 pa  
as an Associate or Student member? This 
will provide you with free access to all our 
lectures, entitle you to join any excursions 
that we organise and receive a copy of our  
annual journal. To find out more and join, 
see https://chesterarchaeol soc.org.uk/how-
to-join/. 

Best Wishes for 2021 to all our Members 

Lectures Spring 2021  

I hope you are all enjoying the Society’s  
latest journal which, I am sure you will agree,  
includes articles of exceptional quality and 
(inter-)national importance. 
 
Following on from that theme, this packed 
January newsletter brings with it details of a 
full programme of monthly online lectures, 
with all talks promising to deliver exciting  
national and international archaeological and 
historical research work. Have your diaries 
handy, and don’t forget to register for the 
talks as soon as you can. 
 
As your Society annual subscription leaves 
your bank account this month, we thank you 

for your highly valued and continued support 
of the Society. As you know, and will see 
from this newsletter, we aim to provide value 
for your money. Please do spread the word, 
and encourage others to join us! The more, 
the merrier! 
 
On behalf of all members of Council, I wish 
you all a very happy and healthy 2021, what-
ever global challenges we all continue to be 
faced with.  
 
With best wishes 
 
Rachel 
Chair, Chester Archaeological Society 

https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/lectures/
https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/how-to-join/
https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/how-to-join/
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Weds 6 January at 7.30 pm 
Dr Melanie Giles (University of Manchester) 
Bog Bodies: Face to Face with the Past 
 
If you missed the lecture, you can catch up with the book: https://manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/ 
9781526150189/ or read it free online here: https://www.manchesteropenhive.com/view/ 
9781526150196/9781526150196.xml  

 
Weds 3 February at 7.30 pm 
Prof Emerita Susan Oosthuizen (University of Cambridge) 
Re-Thinking the Emergence of the English 
 
Can the origins of the English be found among 5th- and 6th-century immigrants to Britain from NW 
Europe? The lecture explores the robustness of the arguments underlying this conventional view and 
concludes that the evidence indicates an alternative, more complex, narrative for the evolution of post-
imperial Britain.  
 

Weds 3 March at 7.30 pm 
Hon Prof Stewart Ainsworth (University of Chester) 
A Regal Restoration: The Osmington White Horse 
 
The Osmington White Horse overlooking Weymouth Bay was first cut in 1808 but had suffered  
extensive erosion and disfigurement. A research project led by Stewart Ainsworth aimed to establish 
the history of the figure and work out the most appropriate outline to reinstate ahead of the sailing 
events in Weymouth Bay during the 2012 Olympic Games.  

 
Weds 7 April at 7.30 pm (TBC) 
Ian Grant (CPAT) 
Recent and Ongoing Excavation Work at Welsh Castle Sites  

Weds 28 April at 7.30 pm 
AGM followed by talk(s). TBC: Watch this space: we have something hatching ! 

Weds 5 May at 7.30 pm 
Graeme Young (Co-Director Bamburgh Research Project) 
Bamburgh Bowl Hole Cemetery: Life and Death in an Early Medieval Palace 
 

You may also be interested in the Research Seminars organised by the University of Chester 
Department of History and Archaeology. Here are the first three. 
 
Weds 13 January at 4.00 pm (Teams) 
Lisa Lodwick (University of Oxford) 
Plants and People in the North-Western Roman Empire 
 
Weds 27 January at 4.00 pm (Teams) 
Jody Joy (University of Cambridge) 
Shining Light on Old Treasure: the Iron Age Gold Hoards from Snettisham, Norfolk 
 
Weds 10 February at 4.00 pm (Teams) 
Hannah Ewence (University of Chester) 
Borders, Ports and Pestilence: Managing Disease during the Age of Jewish Mass  
Migration 
 
For the full programme of seminars, see https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2020/11/Poster-2020-2021.pdf. To attend seminars please contact 
k.critchell@chester.ac.uk to receive a pass-code for the Microsoft Teams site. 
 

Lectures Spring 2021 

https://manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/9781526150189/
https://manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/9781526150189/
https://www.manchesteropenhive.com/view/9781526150196/9781526150196.xml
https://www.manchesteropenhive.com/view/9781526150196/9781526150196.xml
https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Poster-2020-2021.pdf
https://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Poster-2020-2021.pdf
mailto:k.critchell@chester.ac.uk
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to influence government. We therefore wrote 
to Chris Matheson, MP for the City of  
Chester and Shadow Minister for Digital,  
Culture, Media and Sport, to express our 
concern. 
 
The working party on the future of Dee 
House met throughout 2019 and ultimately 
recommended its restoration as an essential 
part of a historic landscape that includes the 
Roman amphitheatre and St John’s Church. 
The recommendation was accepted by 
CWaC, who have undertaken to pay for 
basic work to stabilise the structure after 
over a quarter of a century of neglect. The 
Society continues to be represented on a 
smaller working party to guide the way  
forward. 
 
As is probably the case with most respond-
ents , we are sceptical about the value of our 
input to consultations. Hitherto most have 
been held at a late stage in projects, when it 
has been difficult to make changes. Recently 
there have been numerous consultations on 
apparently related subjects, and it is  
unclear which ones are important. In both  
cases it is uncertain what weight is given to 
the professionally informed policies, advice 
and good practice that we routinely cite. The 
classic case is the Northgate development, 
which egregiously breaches numerous 
Council policies and on which we have  
commented repeatedly to no avail. For the 
heritage strategy, cycling routes and land-
scape adaptation, there are again well  
established policies and good practice which 
should be followed. The agreed position on 
Dee House is essentially the same as that 
proposed by this Society over five years ago 
and is based on similar reasoning, but one 
has to ask whether that would have been the 
case but for pressure from Historic  
England. The lesson for the future is clearly 
that not only do we need to continue to put 
forward sound arguments but we need to 
find ways of making them make them carry 
weight. 

Peter Carrington 

 

Consultations: Does Knowledge Count?  

2020 saw CAS submit nine responses to consultations. These covered changes to 
single buildings, large developments, pedestrianisation, city-centre regeneration after 
COVID, proposed government changes to the planning system, a new heritage  
strategy, climate change, and the threat to the Society of Antiquaries of London’s 
long-time home in Piccadilly. We also continued to contribute to the working party  
on the future of Dee House. However, we need to find ways to make our voice carry 
greater weight. 

The White Paper Planning for the Future 
was full of wrong-headedness and misappre-
hensions and failed to mention archaeology 
at all, although it recognised historic build-
ings and conservation areas. However, it did 
identify some genuine problems and made 
some constructive suggestions: the ultimate-
ly discretionary nature of local planning deci-
sions; poor design; the need for visual clarity 
in planning policy; and the need to strength-
en local government planning departments. 
 
In October Cheshire West and Chester 
Council (CWaC) launched an approach to a 
new, borough-wide heritage strategy. This is 
at least founded on a concern for the future 
of the historic environment but, as we have 
pointed out, it fails to recognise the full 
breadth of ‘heritage’ (historical documents, 
archaeological artefacts) and to recognise 
the role of heritage in shaping not only our 
physical but also our social, intellectual and 
emotional worlds. In identifying utilitarian  
justifications for the historic environment,  
we pointed to the fact that compact, ancient 
settlements that predate motor vehicles are 
eminently walkable and can serve as models 
to help us to build a greener future.  
 
In our response to the ‘Walk, Ride, Thrive’ 
consultation we put forward a comprehen-
sive plan to reduce and simplify traffic motor 
traffic in Chester, reduce the divisive effect  
of the Inner Ring Road, create joined-up  
cycle routes and make the city a pleasanter 
place for everybody. We re-stated these  
ideas in our response to the Climate Change 
Emergency Response Plan, where we also 
highlighted the potential threat from careless 
afforestation to archaeological earthworks 
and sites 
 
The possibility of the Society of Antiquaries 
having to leave the home designed for it in 
the 1870s at Burlington House, and indeed 
London altogether, may seem superficially 
attractive. However, such a base is the most 
appropriate given the society’s national and 
international academic role, and its capacity 
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Virtual Fireside Chats with our new President  

and our first Distinguished Member 

Rachel: Thank you both, Paul and Peter, for our chat, and for 
agreeing for me to share its content with our members. We three 
have known each other for many years now, but the fast, pre-Covid 
life we all led meant that we then had little-to-no time to catch up 
with life beyond all the busy-ness that we all had to do at the time. 
The pandemic ‘new normal’ seems to have slowed life down a tad, 
and this has given many of us the time and opportunity for reflec-
tion and consolidation – including CAS itself, of course. So, in no  
particular order, I have a few questions for you. 
 
Rachel: When you were a wee lads, what did you want to be when 
you grew up?  
 
Paul: When I was about ten years old, in the mid-1950s, I had to 
attend school on Saturday mornings, which meant having Tuesday  
afternoons off. At that time my family lived on a farm in Thingwall, 
Wirral (then in Cheshire), and Tuesday was the day that Chester 
cattle market was held in the city centre at Gorse Stacks, where 
the bus terminal is now. Dad took me to the market most Tues-
days, and it was then that I began to wonder how old things were 
in Chester and the surrounding countryside and how it might be 
possible to find out something about the histories of old buildings, 
and so on. As a nine-year-old, my feeling was that to do so must 
be very hard. 
 
By the time I was thirteen or so, my school decided to have a 
‘Medieval Week’, with a performance of the play Everyman, with a  
recreation of a medieval disputation, exhibitions, and so on. With 
my friend Sammy, I was commissioned to bike round Wirral and 
take photographs of medieval buildings. This led to me reading 
John Brownbill’s 1928 History of West Kirby Parish and encounter-
ing thoroughly researched local history for the first time, written  
by a master of his craft. 
 
As an undergraduate at Sheffield University from 1964 to 1967, 
where I had begun with the aim of studying ultra-modern history, I 
was converted to the cause of the history of the High Middle Ages. 
 
Peter: I don’t think that when I was young I had a strong leaning 
towards any particular career; I suspect that I was interested in too 
many things. I grew up taking archaeology for granted, thanks to  
visits to castles during holidays in North Wales, and even to Moel y 
Gaer (Rhosesmor). The interest that ultimately proved important 
was languages, which I inherited from my parents. I was lucky 
enough to have the chance to learn Ancient Greek at school and 
ended up studying Classics at Newcastle University. There I could 
hardly avoid Roman archaeology, and the rest, as they say, is  
history. I’m still fascinated by the links between languages. For 
people who follow the CAS Twitter feed, that may explain some 
obscure posts!  

Our Chair, Rachel Swallow, has known and respected both Paul Booth, our recently 
elected President, and Peter Carrington, our first-ever Distinguished Member, for a 
number of years on both the professional and community Cheshire history and  
archaeology scenes. With all three now in new positions with Chester Archaeological 
Society from November 2019, Rachel felt it was time to get to know Paul and Peter 
better. Cosied up in front of a virtual fireplace, warm reminiscences, hot tips and 
bright hopes for the future, were shared – and in turn, Rachel shares the  
conversation with you all here. 

Paul Booth: ‘Part of the Society’s 
mission (…) is to reach over bounda-
ries, and employ the various disciplines 
in which we are involved in order to 
bring to life past societies and their 
material cultures.’ 

Peter Carrington: ‘Our challenge 
is to get beyond the academic level and 
make an impact on heritage discourse 
across the city and county.’ 



 5 

 

THE CHESTER ANTIQUARY 2021 ISSUE 1 

Rachel: Thanks, Peter! I’m interrupting both of 
you here, to provide the members with a re- 
minder of the Twitter handle @ChesterArchSoc. 
And don’t forget the Facebook page, too: https://
www.facebook.com/Chester-Archaeological-
society-177579802273739/ (or simply search on 
‘Chester Archaeological Society’ when on Face-
book – and join us!) 
 
Rachel: So, to continue, tell me about your publi-
cations, your career, and what, if anything, you 
are working on at the moment. 
 
Peter: Soon after starting to work in Chester in 
1972 I specialised for a while in Roman pottery, 
which was an exciting field where knowledge was 
then growing rapidly. However, I spent most of 
my career editing Chester Archaeology excava-
tion reports for publication. By the time that I  
retired there were fifteen of them, plus four  
occasional papers. Presumably people didn't 
think I was completely useless at it, as CAS first 
hijacked me to be their Journal editor in the mid-
1990s.  
 
Unfortunately, I have found that it has never left 
me with much time to pursue my own research, 
except during the 2000s when I had the chance 
to analyse the information on the hinterland of 
Roman Chester – its society and economy. At 
the moment, inspired by Pauline Clarke’s article 
in our last Journal, I’m getting interested in the 
contrast between ‘Britons’ and ‘Saxons’ and how 
far that may simply reflect long-term differences 
in the use of material culture between the south 
and east and north and west of the country – but 
that is a theme that somebody else will have to 
pursue in detail. 
 
Paul: In the late 1960s, having returned home to 
Wirral, I became a research student at Liverpool 
University, under the supervision of the late  
Professor Alec Myers. It was he who suggested 
to me that the very rich administrative and legal 
records of thirteenth and fourteenth-century 
Cheshire would make a worthwhile topic. Fortu-
nately I had had a good training in the study of 
Latin that made such research feasible. My 
course for the next half century was set! 
 
In 1972, I was appointed to a lectureship in what 
was then called Extension Studies at Liverpool 
University. For the following twenty years or so I 
taught local history up and down north-west  
England, and also arranged courses in that sub-
ject. I became particularly interested in initiating 
adult students into the mysteries of research into 
local history and its records, with the aim of pub-
lishing the findings if possible.  
 
This led to the establishment of a Diploma in  
Local History course at Liverpool, together with a 
parallel course at Lancaster, both of which were 
open to members of the general public. Later 
came the three-year Latin for Local History 

course, consisting of training in the reading of 
Medieval Latin, in medieval palaeography, and in 
the third year of editing medieval texts. Students 
in this group eventually formed themselves into 
the Ranulf Higden Society, that has continued the 
work of initiation and publication. 
 
Rachel: I note, Paul, that you have contributed a 
piece to this e-newsletter about one of your most 
recent Medieval Latin document finds, transcrip-
tions, and translations that you have uncovered 
from The National Archives relating to mid-
fourteenth-century Cheshire! I am particularly 
excited about this find, as you know, being a  
notorious castle buff!  
 
I also feel that the Ranulf Higden Society, and its 
Medieval Document Research Group (MDRG), 
(with which I am also connected) deserves a 
welldeserved plug: https://ranulfhigdensoc.org. 
For anyone interested in learning and using  
Medieval Latin, do have a look at the website. All 
new members welcomed (and they’re a super 
friendly bunch, too!). 
 
Rachel: So, what is the career achievement that 
you are most proud of? 
 
Paul: In my study of, and research into, the  
history of medieval Cheshire and Lancashire, it 
became clear early on that it was necessary to 
collaborate with scholars in different disciplines, 
such as historical geographers and medieval  
archaeologists. For example, an article I pub-
lished in the Society’s Journal in 1979, based of 
the estate and legal records of the earldom of 
Chester, aimed at demonstrating that farming in 
medieval Cheshire was much more arable in 
character than had hitherto thought to be the 
case. This alerted me to the work of Stella Davis 
and her associates, historical geographers, who 
had used tithe plans and other early maps to 
show the distribution of arable strips that had sur-
vived in the county’s landscape until modern 
times. What must be singled out here, though, is 
the work of Rhys Williams, who took aerial photo-
graphs over much of the permanent pasture of 
south-west Cheshire, revealing the extensive 
survival of medieval ridge and rean (furrow) in 
that part of the county. Rhys was always gener-
ous in sharing his findings with scholars working 
in the same or similar areas of study. 
 
Peter: As an editor, my first feeling is a sense of 
relief when a work is printed and you can open it  
without finding a glaring error on the first page! I 
suppose, having managed to get our Journal out 
on a regular, annual basis for the past ten years 
and encouraged new contributions such as the 
round-ups of fieldwork and discoveries reported 
to the Portable Antiquities Scheme. In addition, I 
managed – with much help from others – to find 
safe homes for many items in the CAS Library 
that had been lodged in a warehouse at a council 
works depot for years. Finally, in 1998 I set up a 

https://www.facebook.com/Chester-Archaeological-society-177579802273739/
https://www.facebook.com/Chester-Archaeological-society-177579802273739/
https://www.facebook.com/Chester-Archaeological-society-177579802273739/
https://ranulfhigdensoc.org
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website for the Society, at a time when such 
things were still rare. Little did members know it, 
but the Society was actually a guinea pig for a 
Lower Sixth IT project by one of my sons! 
 
Rachel: What bit of archaeological and/or histori-
cal news gave you the most joy since lockdown 
in March 2020? 
 
Paul: Earlier in 2020, I had the enormous honour 
of being elected President of the Society, in the 
journal and seal of which we are told its mission 
is to forward the Architectural, Archaeological 
and Historical [studies] of Chester, Cheshire, and 
North Wales. 
 
Peter: The unfolding of the story of the Roman 
lead ingot from Rossett (I had learnt about it a 
little earlier but had been sworn to silence). The 
deciphering of its inscription and the early date 
that it gives is fascinating and raises so many 
questions. It’s great to see Wrexham Museum, 
local metal detectorists and our Council member 
Caroline Pudney on behalf of the University of 
Chester working together in the area, where 
they’ve now found what seems to be a villa. I’m 
really pleased that the ingot has ended up in 
Wrexham Museum (although obviously it would 
be nice to see it come to Chester on loan); in my 
view, too many important objects go to large  
regional or even to national museums. 
 
Rachel: Any career funny stories you are willing 
to share with us? 
 
Peter: Not career or funny in the normal sense. 
In 1970, I think, touring western Turkey as a 
postgraduate student. Waiting at a bus station in 
a small town west of Ankara, I was set upon as 
an obvious ‘exotic’ foreigner by two Turks, one of 
whom wanted to try out his language skills. I end-
ed up having the usual conversation about per-
sonal circumstances, etc (no GDPR in those 
days!) in German (his more broken than mine). 
Then, when we couldn’t make each other under-
stand in German, we reverted to Turkish. It struck 
me as bizarre at the time; I‘ve no idea how I man-
aged it. As a follow-up, during a coach trip in  
Kapadokya in 2005, we stopped at an open-air 
tea house. I was latched onto by a young boy 
who wanted to try his English on me, to which I 
agreed if I could try my Turkish on him. We got 
along fine until his mum came along and clipped 
him on the ear for annoying a visitor. As a re-
ward, the proprietor gave me another glass of tea 
‘evde’, literally ‘on the house’; you don’t expect 
colloquialisms to translate word for word. N.B. If 
this sounds like bragging, I hardly remember a 
word of the language now. 
 
Rachel: What do you enjoy doing in your free 
time? 
 
Peter: When the weather is fine, hill-climbing in 
Wales. All being well, there will be a lot of catch-

ing up to do in 2021. Cnicht, the volcano-like 
mountain overlooking the Glaslyn estuary, is top 
of the list. Three years ago, the family bought me 
a day as an engine driver on the Talyllyn Rail-
way. I think I managed fairly well and really  
enjoyed the experience. 
 
Rachel: What do you think is CAS's real Unique 
Selling Point (USP) in today's world? 
 
Peter: First, as Paul said in our last newsletter, 
we are a child of the nineteenth century and 
straddle history and archaeology (for me an artifi-
cial distinction anyway), as well as architecture. 
Second, we are lucky to be situated in an area 
that can be considered a ‘crossroads of Britain’. 
This potentially gives us a huge canvas. We can 
concern ourselves with all aspects of the past 
across all ages and legitimately ‘poke our noses’ 
into very different parts of these islands with dif-
ferent resources and cultures. Heritage can often 
be very local. That encourages very welcome 
pride in communities, but I think it’s important for 
people also to be able to see the bigger pictures 
that can provide a context for their own lives.  
 
Rachel: What vision do you have for CAS? 
 
Peter: Our challenge is to get beyond the  
academic level and make an impact on heritage  
discourse across the city and county. We first 
visited Berlin two years ago – a city with a past 
both horrific and tragic – and stayed in Mitte, the 
old centre in the former eastern sector, which is 
well restored and very pleasant. There’s no way 
that they can wrap themselves in their past as in 
cotton wool; they just have to confront it, and 
learn from it. That clarified my thinking a lot.  
 
Ultimately I see a role for the Society in the  
social dissemination of knowledge, in education 
for citizenship, but I’d better stop before I get  
too political! I’d love to see a new museum in 
Chester, telling the story of the city and the plac-
es it was linked to in the British Isles and beyond, 
across 8000 years, with visiting exhibitions to 
match. But we are going to have to work very 
hard to sell that vision to others. 
 
Paul: For a long time now, our individual inter-
ests have tended to be highly specialised. Part of 
the Society’s mission, it seems to me, is to reach 
over boundaries and employ the various disci-
plines in which we are involved, in order to bring 
to life past societies and their material cultures. 
The Chester Archaeological Society is an  
important vehicle for the task of bringing these 
different interests together. Long may it continue 
to be so! 
 
Rachel: Thank you very much, both of you. It has 
been good to have got to know you better, and I 
am now yet more excited about the future of 
CAS, having learned of your visions! Here’s to 
2021! 
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Over the last few years, members of the 
Ranulf Higden Society have been working 
on transcribing and translating the Cheshire 
Forest Eyre roll for 1357. Part one, the Wirral 
section of the roll, was published five years 
ago,

1 
and the records of Delamere-Mondrum 

and Macclesfield forests are currently being 
prepared for publication. In connection with 
this, the data from the previous eyre of 1347 
have been employed. It was in this roll that 
Rose Venables’ offence of enclosing land 
and building a pele in the forest was found.  
 
The roll states: Rose de Venables enclosed 
a half-acre piece of waste, not cultivated, in 
le Whytemor in the township of Kingsley, in 
the earl of Chester’s fee, in a tryst (hunting 
station) which is not permitted. She con-
structed next to it a Peele without warrant, 
again not permitted. She proffered a fine of 
40s. 0d. for the enclosure, and that the pele 
be allowed to stand. [Translated from Latin]. 
Cheshire Forest Eyre roll, 1347. TNA CHES 
33/4 m 15. 

Forest law forbade any alteration to the land-
scape, such as enclosures, that prevented 
the free movement of deer, hence the large 
fine paid. The pele was most likely a tower 
house, similar to Wraysholme Tower in  
historic north Lancashire, and was almost 
certainly built not long before the 1347 eyre. 
The moat now surrounding the house (see 
the OS map and the photograph) must date 
from after 1357, otherwise it would have 
been mentioned in the 1357 eyre. Wide 
ditches were serious threats to the lives of 
deer, and were stamped down on very hard 
by forest courts. Any future investigation of 
this site would need the co-operation of the 
medieval archaeologist, together with the 
historian. 

Paul Booth 
 

1 Hill, P M, Heery, J et al eds. Cheshire Forest 
Eyre Roll, 1357: Part One The Forest of Wirral. 
(Rec Soc Lancashire Cheshire 151, 2015)  

A Fourteenth-Century ‘Pele’ in Delamere Forest 

The present Peel Hall at Kingsley was built about 1840. However, the  
original was constructed 500 years earlier and cost its builder a large fine. 

Top: Extract from the eyre roll 

recording Rose de Venables’ 

offence 

Middle: Peel Hall, Kingsley, as 

shown on the six-inch OS map 

of 1899 

Bottom left: Wraysholme  
Tower, Lower Allithwaite 

Bottom right: Aerial view of Peel 
Hall, Kingsley 
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Grants and Awards 

We can confirm that we shall be making 
the following grants and awards in 2021: 
 
Undergraduate Dissertation Prize 
Our annual prize of £100 for the best Final 
Year dissertation in the Dept of History and 
Archaeology at the University of Chester  
 
St John’s House Fund 
Grants totalling up to £500 pa for archaeo-
logical work in Cheshire. Applications may 
be made at any time of year. 
 
For more information on both, see https://
chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/grants-and-
awards/.  

 
We shall make an announcement about the 
PAS Finds Study Grant shortly. 

Journal volume 91 

Volume 91 of the Journal of the Chester 
Archaeological Society will be published in 
autumn 2021. 

Contacts 

Chair Rachel Swallow 
chair@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk  
 
Secretary Joanne Kirton 
secretary@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk  
 
Membership Secretary Hugh Bray 
membership@chesterarchaeolosc.org.uk 
 
Journal Editor Rachel Swallow 
editor@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk 
 
Excursions Co-ordinator Hilary Lidbury 
excursions@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk 
 
Webmaster Hugh Bray 
webmaster@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk 
 

General enquiries  
chesterarchaeologicalsociety@gmail.com  
 

Find us on Facebook and follow us on  
Twitter @ChesterArchSoc 

 

June was the widow of Tom Driver, who died in 2013. Tom 
was Senior Lecturer in History at Chester College (now the 
University of Chester) and served as the Society’s Secretary,  
Excursions Secretary and one of its Vice-Presidents. He was 
a distinguished medieval historian who made valued contri-
butions to our Journal that June, in the pre-computer age, 
typed up for him. They were a team who devoted themselves 
selflessly to the well-being of the Society, and together they 
organised and carried out a considerable number of well 
planned and executed excursions (study tours) for our mem-
bership, fondly remembered by many (see the obituary in 
JCAS ns 84 for 2014).  
 
In recent years, ill-health made it impossible for her to attend 
Society meetings, although she continued to be interested in 
our affairs, and her mind, at ninety-four, remained as sharp 
as anyone half her age. She was good company, and a lively 
conversationalist, almost until the very end. Although June 
and Tom held firm, traditional views, they were unusually 
modern for their age and were never judgemental or unkind. 
This was particularly the case with June, who was always 
prepared to embark on new experiences. We thank her, and 
will miss her. 

Paul Booth 
 

Obituary: June Driver 

1 June 1926–15 December 2020 

Above: June Driver at home  

 
The assistance of Prof Graeme 
White and of Dr Dorothy  
Clayton is acknowledged with 
many thanks. 
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