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Chester Archaeological Society
Chairman’s Annual Report 2019/20

The world is a very different place today compared to the 10th April 2019, at the time 
of the last AGM.  I and CAS Council members sincerely hope that you and yours are 
all safe and weathering the situation well.  Following that 2019 AGM, Dr Morn Capper, 
Univ Chester gave her talk on Aethelflaed, Lady of the Mercians and her student 
Victoria Bounds was presented with the CAS Chester University Dissertation Prize.  
I am pleased to say that we will be presenting the 2019 Prize to Chester University 
student Rowena Young at the AGM: 25.11.20.

Dr Simon Elliot engaged everyone with Septimus Severus in Scotland, and invited 
CAS Members to a lecture and launch of his book on Thursday, 12.11.20, Pertinax:  
The Son of a Slave who Became Emperor of Rome.  Dr Toby Driver, RCAHMW, revealed 
Aerial Archaeology in Wales, and some remarkable images of sites in 2018, as a result 
of the heatwave that year, 6.11.19. And Dr John Schofield gave us discoveries dating 
between 1200 - 1666 along the line of London’s Waterfront, while Prof Julian Thomas, 
Univ Manchester, shared recent discoveries and research on the Neolithic Landscape 
of Dorstone Hill, 11.1.20.  Our speaker after the AGM this time, gave her advertised 
date of 5.2.20 to Mr Tony Barton, Donald Insall & Ptnrs, Chester, so that we could 
have the Dee House Feasibility Study presentation in the same week as the formal 
public consultation airing.  Myself, as CAS Chairman and Dr Peter Carrington were 
part of the Dee House Steering Group, and CAS also gave a facilitation grant, as a 
stakeholder in the Development Plan and towards the survey carried out through the 
Cheshire Historic Building Preservation Trust, on the site. Next, Dr Clare Downham 
was warmly welcomed by members, and gave her talk on Chester, Wirral and the 
Vikings, instead of Dr David Griffiths who was quite dangerously ill (not COVID related).  
That talk 11.3.20, and the changes implemented of necessity within days, heralded 
the extraordinary pattern of events that we have all lived with since.  That last event 
in the Grosvenor Museum, Lecture Theatre was well attended, and I remember 
commenting nervously about everyone enjoying the talk in a crowded room.! 

Nationally, lock-down took place 23.3.20, but we had already cancelled all our 
scheduled Museum meetings including the proposed June, CHF/CAS Conference 
sessions, ahead in fact of the Chester Heritage Festival organisation itself.  Difficult 
though this period has been I am pleased to say that our speakers, prevented from 
presenting earlier are preparing their contributions as Zoom sessions (etc.,) or, videos. 
Dr Rachel Swallow is first, following the business part of the AGM, with Dr Melanie 
Giles, Univ Manchester, offering an alternative subject in Bog Bodies: Face to Face with 
the Past, 6.1.20.  Complementing the launch of her book shortly, advertised here and 
on the CAS website.  Dr Caroline Pudney, Univ Chester & CAS Council Member has 
offered a talk and outlines recent Roman discoveries near Wrexham in this Antiquary 
newsletter, while Dr David Mason, VP & CAS Council Member, will give his lecture on 
Piercebridge in 2021.

This is my fourth Chairman’s Annual Report and in stepping aside as Chairman after  
four-&-a-half years, with a number of other changes to the CAS Council, I wish  
the incoming  executive well and thank members for their hard work on behalf of 
the Society.  



 
 

Since 2013, a Chairman and other Officer’s stint is three years so in attempting to find successors, as I’ve mentioned in two previous 
reviews, a number of us have overrun; thank you for your forbearance!  I became a CAS Council Member in 1983 (coming off the CAS 
Council in 1997), and have given a number of lectures, and played an active part in a variety of sub committees, particularly at the 
time preparations for the influential CAS Rows Conference and subsequent publication of it as JCAS vol 67.  In fact, my first report in 
the Society’s Journal was on Medieval discoveries in Barton, in JCAS vol 61,1978, and after contributing to the Rows Conference I put 
together two further CAS Conferences in the 1980s. Corresponding with the late Prof.Ronald F.Tylecote, Dr Kenneth C.Barraclough 
and Dr Gerry McDonnell among others we put together Metallurgy in Archaeology for the Society, held on 6.7.85.  Subsequently, 
the CAS Conference, Archaeology Preserved which was held 25.4.1987, primarily around the discovery of Lindow Man by the late 
Dr Rick Turner and colleagues.  This not only involved Dr Otlet and Dr Walker from the Isotope Measurement Lab., Harwell, Oxon, 
but correspondence with the late Robert Hardy, actor, and a renowned long bow specialist! In 2018 Liz Montgomery and I, with 
the main contributors put together the successful CHF/CAS weekend Conference  concluding the June Chester Heritage Festival 
that year.  Grosvenor Museum colleagues and the building itself has of course, been a major part in the success and growth of 
the Society for 170 years, never less so than this challenging year!  Sad to say, the Society lost two long-lived stalwarts six months 
ago and to both families we offer our warmest sympathy. Dr Rosemary Martin who died 18.7.20, Chaired part of the 1987 CAS 
Conference on Organic Materials.  Well known as an exponent of homeopathy she was also a Vice President of the Society, and 
an active long standing member of  CAS Council going back to 1960s.  A contributor to her obituary has given me this phrase . 
Living in the heart of the City, Rosemary and Geoffrey had the City in their heart, which I think sums up very well their contribution 
to the conservation of Chesters Heritage sites, and the work of the Civic Trust.  If you have any reminiscences I would be happy to 
hear from you, as her obituary to be published in JCAS vol 91, next year.  

The Society has also lost Mr S.R.Williams, always known as Rhys, who took up the post of architect for Cheshire County Council 
in 1967, and became Cheshire’s first County Archaeologist in the 1970s.  A tribute to him has been published recently in  
JCAS vol 90, 2020.  It is a measure of his legacy and impact on all local archaeological work, that over a period of some five decades 
most working in the field came into contact with him, and research on every archaeological site in the vicinity of Chester had the 
benefit of his influence.  For years he was an important member of the St Johns House Trust, an independent funding body offering 
smaller grants, established as a source of support for archaeological/historical investigations relevant to Cheshire.  It is a poignant 
reminder of Rhys Williams influence, that the last of the limited St Johns House Trust funds were formally transferred to the Chester 
Arch. Soc. this year.  To be administered as Restricted Funds in the spirit of the St. John’s House Trust.

As I said, I pay tribute to those on the CAS Council who have worked hard to further the influence and success of the Society in 
the year, and I think particular mention should be made of the considerable effort and energy of Dr Kevin Cootes CAS Fieldwork  
Co-ordinator and the work carried out by the Poulton Research Trust.  CAS Members have been involved in research and site work, 
even given the restrictions this year, and there will be opportunities again in 2021.  The site has featured in BBC and Channel 5 
television programmes and an eight page report in the September issue of Current Archaeology, number 366!

Best wishes, 
Cllr Janet Axworthy, Outgoing Chairman

Members will be interested in a new publication, expected shortly, written by  
Dr Melanie Giles, Senior Lecturer in Archaeology & Undergrad. Programme Director: 
CAHAE, University of Manchester.  Bog Bodies: Face to Face with the Past (copyright: 
Manchester University Press & Museum Silkeborg).  Dr Giles lecture for the Society, 
delayed this year due to COVID restrictions will be delivered as a ‘virtual’ event 
6.1.21 

The ‘bog bodies’ of north-western Europe have captured the imagination of poets and 
archaeologists alike, allowing us to come face to face with individuals from the past. 

Their exceptional preservation makes it possible to examine minute details of their 
lives and deaths, making us reflect poignantly on our own humanity. In this lecture, 
Dr Melanie Giles resituates bog bodies in a turbulent world of endemic violence and 
change. She will bring the bogs to life through both natural history and folklore, revealing 
them as places which were rich and fertile yet dangerous, showcasing some of the 
prehistoric treasures as well as everyday things, which also found their way into the bog. 

She will also present the new analysis on Manchester’s own bog head ‘Worsley Man’, 
which dates from the early Roman occupation, placing the bog bodies of north-western 
Britain firmly back on the map of this internationally important phenomenon.

Face to face with the past



Chester Archaeological Society 
Annual General Meeting on 25th November 2020 at 7.00pm

Questions
If you have a question during the meeting, please enter your question in the chat box (chat icon is at the  

bottom of the screen). This will be monitored, and there will be a pause before each vote for any questions  
to be asked by the host and answered. 

Voting
There will be four votes during the AGM. These are to approve:

• The minutes of the last AGM
• The certified accounts

• The reappointment of the Independent Examiners
• The election of new officers and members, or their terms being extended

Please note: Associate members do not have voting rights.

We will only be recording objections or abstentions for these votes. This means that your vote is automatically 
FOR unless you indicate otherwise. Please register any objections or abstentions in the chat box, thank you. 

Talk by Dr Rachel Swallow
Following the AGM, Dr Rachel Swallow FSA will be giving a talk,

Living the Dream: 
The Legend, Lady and Landscape of Caernarfon Castle, Gwynedd, North Wales

Please keep your microphone muted and your camera off during this talk.

You will be able to see the slides on your screen and hear Dr Swallow speaking. 

If you have any questions, please write them in the chat box and the host will ask them
on your behalf at the end of the talk. 

After joining the meeting

• During the meeting, please ensure that your 
microphone is muted and your camera is off – 
this stops the possibility of feedback and makes 

the meeting run more smoothly.

• To turn your microphone off, find and click on 
the microphone icon at the bottom of the 

screen so that you are muted. 

• To turn your camera off, find and click on the 
video camera icon at the bottom of the screen. 

• Please do not unmute yourself or turn your 
camera on once the meeting has started.

• You should select ‘Speaker’ under the View option. 
The Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary and Treasurer will 
have their video on throughout the AGM meeting.

• The AGM meeting will be being recorded. 

Guidelines for online meetings
• We will be holding our AGM on Zoom this year. 

• You will have been sent a link to the 
AGM meeting on zoom in advance of 

the meeting date of the 25th.

• You will also have been sent all the paperwork  
for the AGM meeting. 

• On the evening of the meeting, please click on 
the link, or use the meeting ID and password to 
join on the Zoom app. If you have any queries  
about how to join the meeting, please contact  

Niall McFadyen on 01244 675583.

• Please make sure your computer/laptop/tablet/ 
phone is plugged in so you don’t miss any of the 

meeting or talk!



CAS members, 
we need your input!
CAS is committed to complying 
with data protection legislation, 
currently the UK Data 
Protection Act 1998 and the 
EU GDPR which came into 
effect on 25.5.18. The Society’s 
Data Protection Policy can be 
downloaded from the following 
page of the CAS website  
https://chesterarchaeolsoc.
org.uk/how-to-join/

In order to operate effectively, 
the Society needs to collect, 
process, retain and share a 
limited amount of personal 
information about its 
members, specifically name, 
postal address, email address 
and payment if annual 
membership subscription is by 
Standing Order, bank account 
details. The Society collects 
this information directly from 
it’s members and relies on 
them to notify any changes.  
Such information is needed 
to enable the Society to 
communicate with members 
in pursuit of its objectives 
and activities, and to collect 
subscriptions.

Hugh Bray,
CAS Membership Secretary

The son of a former slave, Pertinax was the Roman Emperor who proved 
that no matter how lowly your birth, you could rise to the very top. Born in 
AD 126, he made a late career change from working as a grammar teacher 
to a position in the army. As he moved up the ranks and further along 
the aristocratic cursus honorum, he took on many of the most important 
postings in the Empire, from senior military roles in fractious Britain, the 
Marcomannic Wars on the Danube, to the Parthian Wars in the east. In this 
talk, based on his recently published book on the subject, Dr Simon Elliott 
brings this previously untold story about a fascinating and important figure 
out of the shadows.

Pertinax: The Son of a Slave 
Who Became Rome Emperor
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pertinax-Slave-Became-Roman-Emperor/dp/1784385255/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=Simon+Elliott&-
qid=1605082087&sr=8-4

Discovery of a Roman Villa near 
Rossett, Wrexham
Archaeologists from Wrexham Museum, the University of Chester 
and Archaeological Survey West have made a remarkable discovery 
in recent weeks, of a Villa 
potentially dating back to 
1st century, near Rossett, 
Wrexham. A remote sensing 
survey revealed clear evidence 
of a buried structure of 
characteristic form and a  
courtyard, associated 
outbuildings, a track way and adjacent field system. Fieldwalking at 
the site has yielded artefacts from the late 1st century to the early 
4th century AD., suggesting the site was occupied for the majority 
of Roman rule in Britain. Over the next few years, the Museum and 
the University are planning further investigative work and research 
on the site and it’s environs.  Work on the project to date has been 
funded by the Roman Research Trust, supported by Wrexham 
Museum and the University of Chester.   
For further information contact Dr Caroline Pudney, Senior Lecturer 
in Archaeology, University of Chester.  
email: c.pudney@chester.ac.uk

The Villa site is close to the find spot earlier this year of a large lead 
ingot (50cm long weighing 
63kg) an exceptional find 
bearing a Latin inscription 
referring to Marcus 
Trebellius Maximus, 
governor of Britain AD 
63 - 69. It is currently 
on display in Wrexham 
Museum.
(see note: Current Archaeology,  
Issue 366, September 2020, page 9)


