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newsletter should be with the 

newsletter editor no later 
than 20th January 2020
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We need your input!
CAS is committed to complying with data protection legislation, currently the UK 
Data Protection Act 1998 and the European Union General Data Protection 

protection Policy can be downloaded from the CAS website
http://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/how-to-join/

name, postal address, e-mail address and, if payment of annual membership 

information directly from its members and relies on them to notify any changes. 
Such information is needed to enable the Society to communicate with members 
in pursuit of its objects and activities and to collect subscriptions.

A review of the data we hold shows that we are missing e-mail addresses for a 

address of those members asking for an up to date e-mail address.  I would 
encourage all members who have changed e-mail or postal address or not 
received an e-mail from me recently to e-mail me at  hughbray@kba.org.uk  with 

members receive their copy of the Society’s Journal.  

As a further streamlining of our activities future editions of this Newsletter, Chester 

available on the CAS website http://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/newsletter-archive/. 
CAS members who do not have an e-mail address will continue to receive a postal 
delivery of the Newsletter.Many thanks for your co-operation.  

Hugh Bray, CAS Membership Secretary.

In October 2018 broken fragments of an almost complete 

Swettenham within the plough soil by a metal detectorist. 

ground and has only been ploughed once 20 years ago. 

Museums Scotland who concluded that the bend at the hilt 
occurred in the past either due to stress on the blade or after 
the handle has been removed. However we cannot be sure if 

breaks could have been deliberate, while one is accidental. 

carp's tongue type, though with some less usual decorative 
features. It is with thanks to the generosity of the Chester 

able to have the sword drawn to enable further study. Search 

the full PAS record.                       Vanessa Oakden



Work has at last begun on rebuilding the steps on the west side of 
Chester’s Northgate. When the old steps were dismantled in 2016, 
remains of the Roman gate tower were exposed, as reported in 

remains on display, adding to the traces of Roman Chester that 
can be seen around the city. Leigh Dodd of Earthworks is 
monitoring the current work and has already added to the 

been completely exposed, and to the west of it is a vertical sliver of 
the Roman turf rampart, left in place when the old steps were built 
in the nineteenth century. In fact it turns out that these steps were 
just founded on the remains of the rampart, so it is not surprising 

visit, the contractors, and to Leigh Dodd for explaining the latest 
discoveries.

Northgate Steps Rebuilding

Since November 2018 Chester Growth Partnership has organised 
a series of meetings on the future of Dee House for stakeholders, 
including members of Cheshire West and Chester Council, 
Historic England, the Chester Archaeological Society, Chester 

Wilmott, Stewart Ainsworth, architectural historians, specialists in 
visitorattractions, and commercial developers. It is pleasing that 
the position that this Society expressed in 2015 (in the Advocacy 
archive on our website) still seems to be largely valid, despite all 

have been published as CWaC press releases, but it is 
unfortunate that the content of these has necessarily been a little 

general elections. It is expected that the working group will put its 
recommendations to CWaC early in 2020.     

Peter Carrington, VP CAS
 

Dee House and the Amphitheatre

Dr Wendy Whitby 1961-2019

Foundation cut of west wall of Roman gate tower 
through the turf rampart. © Earthworks Archaeology

Remains of lime rendering from inside of cottages 
erected against the City Wall and demolished when the 
old steps were built.  © Earthworks Archaeology

number of years, recently becoming a Council member.  She was also known to members through her involvement in local excavations. 
 
After twenty years working at Unilever Research, Wendy read Archaeology as a mature student at the University of Liverpool, going on to 
complete an MSc, her dissertation subject being lead poisoning in Roman Britain.  In 2012 she gained a PhD from the University of Central 

deposited within them, led to contributions in various publications and conference proceedings. A book chapter, arising from an 
AHRC-funded project on the role of basketry in human culture, awaits publication.

In addition to her research, Wendy worked for a period as an archaeology laboratory technician at the University of Liverpool, and more 
recently, in semi-retirement, as a lecturer at the University of Central Lancashire. From 2016 she was also closely involved in the management 
of the Clwydian Range Archaeology Group’s investigations at Moel Arthur. 

member of local cycling, walking and climbing groups.  Modest and loyal, and with a keen sense of humour, she will be remembered with deep 



A number of proposed developments over the past year or so have 
required our attention.

Welcome proposals to bring back the Grade II Listed  eighteenth- 
century town houses at 15-19 Newgate Street back into use were 
accompanied by an extension running back towards the City Wall. 

appearance of the 1960s Grosvenor Centre car park than to the 
adjoining houses. Fortunately after pressure the extension was 
redesigned and, while not wholly satisfactory, is far more 

archaeological information about this area, but evaluation allayed 

supporting the City Wall!

 
Building’ just outside the Watergate, a grandstand, events building 
by the railway viaduct and car park beyond it. Not only the buildings 
themselves but bridges linking them  would have obscured views 
from the Watergate and City Wall across the Roodee. Fortunately 
CWaC rejected the proposals and ultimately a new plan was 
approved, involving just a grandstand and events building, with a 
lawn extending from New Crane Street  that preserves views 

results from geotechnical boreholes could give us valuable 
information on the evolution of the river channel.

 
in Lower Bridge Street by apartments and town houses. While the 
principle of the application is unobjectionable, the design itself 
largely replicated that of the garage, imposing a large building on a 

seems to be dormant at themoment. 

 
the passing of the present Forum and former bus station. However, 
CWaC’s proposals to redevelop the largest site in the city centre 
conservation area have repeatedly breached the Council’s own 
conservation area design policies in respect of the preservation of 

Development and Conservation:

seven-storey car park between Princess Street and Hunter Street. Here, sadly, the Society’s objections have so far been 
unsuccessful. Why do we need  to build such an intrusive car park at a time when the presence of cars of any sort in 

               Peter Carrington, VP CAS
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Chester Heritage Festival 2020

event, the Chester Heritage Festival week runs from the weekend 20th- 21st June, through 
to 27th - 28th June 2020

Janet Axworthy,  CAS Chairman & Acting Secretary

With some of the display options being considered, 
rebuilding may take some time but it will be good to 

attention can then turn to other parts of the City 
wall that need attention, such as St Martin’s Gate 



In advance of the restoration works on and around St Dyfnog’s 
Well, the Cymdeithas Cadwraeth Llanrhaeadr YC Preservation 
Society commissioned a community excavation which took place 
in September 2019. Located at the end of a narrow, wooded 
valley, the site consists of a rectangular pool, 5.6 x 2.9 m in size fed 

site is traditionally associated with St Dyfnog, a sixth century Celtic 
saint, and it has been asserted that the medieval pilgrimage trade, 

nineteenth century descriptions of the site, including one by 
Pennant, in 1883, which suggest that there were other buildings 
associated with the site including an angular enclosure and 
changing rooms. 

of the pool and was designed to look for any steps giving access to 

area at this end of the valley and it was assumed that any 

results of the excavation proved to be somewhat unexpected as 

Excavations around St Dyfnog’s Well, 
Llanrhaeadr-Yng-Nghinmeirch, Denbighshire  

appears to be earlier than the bridge crossing the outfall stream at this end of the pool. Even so this outer enclosure 
is of post-medieval date, probably from the eighteen century. Indeed, it is notable that no medieval material was 

eastern end of the trench had a large, shallow feature full of building rubble which is assumed to be the site of one of 

about 0.9 m of over burden to be removed to reach the band of nodules. In some places the limestone face of the 

diagnostic artefact was a transverse arrowhead of Late Neolithic type, but it was noticeable that this context contained 

Ian P. Brooks



CAS Social Media sites
The Chester Archaeological Society has two social media accounts: 

on Facebook (www.facebook.com/Chester-Archaeological-Society-177579802273739/), 
with contributions by Peter Carrington and Clare Dudman.

together with the implications of relevant planning applications in the city, and the society's reactions and 

Archaeological Society, and the society's involvement with various initiatives around the city. Apart from local 
developments, the two accounts also aim to inform members of regional events of interest e.g. lectures open to 
the public at the University of Liverpool, as well as information on important archaeological discoveries made 
across the world. New items appear on the two feeds most days, and if you have anything you feel would be 
worthwhile sharing with members, do tag us with a tweet or share a Facebook update, and we'll do our best to 
spread the word.

Clare Dudman

Chetham Society, 
Volume 53.
Chester County Court Indictment Roll 
1354 - 1377.  

the Chetham Society’s publications 
is to be published shortly 
(Nov/ Dec 19)



I’ve had an interest in archaeology since a young age when I would burrow into a 
man-made hill at my primary school in search of pottery. Growing up, I was fortunate 

the University of Edinburgh. In September 2018, I completed my master’s from 
Durham University in Museum and Artefact Studies, with a focus on archaeological 
objects and researching and identifying fakes and forgeries. 

landscape of Cheshire, Warrington and Halton.
HERs are a primary source of information for planning, development-control work, and land management. HERs are 
also an important starting point for anyone interested in the archaeology, built heritage, and history of an area.  
Details of the type of site, date, location, description and sources are held on a database and linked geographical 
information system. Source information includes excavation reports, published and unpublished material and 
photographs (including aerial photographs).

Cheshire HER provides a range of options for accessing information

Revealing Cheshire’s Past www.cheshirearchaeology.org.uk or www.heritagegateway.org.uk
version of the HER database designed be user friendly and launched in 2005. Intended for general interest, you can 
search by site type, period and parish. It is selection of the records held by the Cheshire Historic Environment Record 

Direct HER consultation - 

email, telephone or letter. Search results are supplied from the HER database and its linked GIS. Details about 

You can make an appointment to follow up HER information supplied, to look at source material and aerial 

01244 973667 or 01244 973997  
Email: hbsmradmin@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk  Website: www.cheshirearchaeology.org.uk

Moya Watson

My name is Heather Beeton and I’ve recently taken over from 
Ben Jones as the Portable Antiquities Scheme’s Finds Liaison 

I’m based at the Museum of Liverpool but my role will take 

projects in the North West of England as well as in Italy. I have also held the post of Finds Processor for the 

archaeological objects fascinating and enjoy researching them. 

As a local to the north west, being born and raised in Warrington, I look forward to learning more about the 

 
I will be hosting Finds Days at various museums in Cheshire, the 2020 dates are: 
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