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CHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY1 

 

REPRESENTATION  RE CWAC LOCAL PLAN PART 1  MAIN MODIFICATIONS 

 

 

1.0 These comments are restricted to policy ENV 5 (Historic Environment) and the 

modifications proposed to it (MM16). 

 

2.0 In general the Society welcomes the proposed modifications. We consider that the 

additional wording emphasising the need to protect the setting of heritage assets 

(para 1) and to enhance Chester’s archaeological and historic character (para 7) 

constitute a clear and concise improvement. 

 

3.0 However, whereas two paragraphs (paras 3 and 4) are devoted specifically to 

designated heritage assets, the only paragraph to deal with non-designated assets 

(para 5) has been deleted.  We consider that this could be damaging and would urge 

that the paragraph should be retained and strengthened. 

 
3.1 The fact that in para 2 it states: ‘The degree of protection afforded to a heritage asset 

will reflect its position within the hierarchy of designations’ could (and, we fear, will) be 
taken to imply that non-designated heritage assets are not to be taken seriously and 
are not worthy of protection. In fact, many archaeological deposits in Chester city 
centre are of international importance but have no statutory protection. 

 
3.2 We would therefore urge that, in order to make clear that non-designated assets are 

indeed worthy of protection, the deleted paragraph (or words to the same effect) be 
retained, with the addition of para 139 from the National Planning Policy Framework, 

viz:  

 

‘Development should respect and respond proportionately to non-designated heritage  

assets and their settings avoiding loss or damage wherever possible. Non-designated  

heritage assets of archaeological interest that are demonstrably of equivalent  

significance to scheduled monuments, will be considered subject to the policies for  

designated heritage assets’. 

 

 

Dr P Carrington FSA 

For Chester Archaeological Society  

 

3 October 2014 

                                                
1 The Chester Archaeological Society was founded in 1849, and from its inception it has campaigned for the 

proper care of archives, archaeology, and historic buildings and for sympathetic, high-quality new  design. See 

http://www.chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/about.html. 

 


