
* Excursions x Point of View x Book News x The Society on the Web

rhe ChesterffiAntiquaty
Newsletter of the Chester and North Wales Archaeological Society

Has Archaeology failed the Public?
Our Deputy Chairman George Storey expresses some personal views on a growing debate

crucial to the future of the discipline

rF WO recent publications lead us to
I ask lhis question. Andrew Selkirk,

the founder of the magazirle Current
Archaeolo gy and the founder-president
ofthe Council for Independent Archae-
ology has recently written a short book
Who owns the Past subtitled a critique
of heritage policy. In it he deplores the
increasing professionalisation of archae-
ology with, in his view, a resultant loss
of independence. He argues that the
increase in the flow of governmentmon-
ey has resulted in committee
management where amateurs have lit-
tle place, to the detriment of the
decision-making.

In postulating three ways in which
the direction of government support
could be decided - the populist, the pro-
fessional or the independent - he argues
that the populist approach (public opin-
ion) merely passes on the decisions to
the politicians, and a professional ap-
proach implies that the direction and
scale of government funding will be
directed by its recipients. Not surpris-
ingly, he finds that only rhe in-
dependent approach would use local
knowledge, would have a sympathetic
appreciation of the issues and an inde-
pendence from government and would
bring a functioning allocation process
into archaeology.

Another aspect of today's archaeol-
ogy which brings down his wrath is the
overpowering influence of 'policy
Planning Guidance 16' (ppG 16) on
rescue archaeology. This, on the face
of it, is a means of ensuring that archae-
ological deposits are protected by
insisting that developers must firstly
consider the archaeological importance
of any site they wish to develop and sec-
ondly provide the resources to ensure

that the requisite surveys are made and
any necessary excavation and subse-
quent publication carried out.

Another recent view on this subject
is found in a short article in British
Archaeology, the journal of the Coun-
cil for British Archaeology, written by
its Director, Richard Morris. He large-
ly dwells on the effect of PPG 16 on
local government archaeology. In his
view a properly run local archaeology
service would work with local societies,
benefiting from their experience, enthu-
siasm and local knowledge and at the
same time encouraging a local interest
in archaeology. PPG 16 has to some
extent broken up the community aspect.
local units being split into regulators and
field units. These units have had to com-
pete in tire market place with contracting
units from elsewhere. In general Rich-
ard Morris thinks that community
involvement has fallen by the wayside,
contracting units have cash flow prob-
lems and pare to the bone the research
content of their bids to stay in business.

' C ommuni ty ar c hae o lo gy
involves effortfrom...

p rofe s s i onal s and amate ur s.

We should participate whenever
our time allows'.

These problems mean the that devel-
opment-led archaeology serves little
useful purpose except to facilitate de-
velopment. The excavations may be of
a'keyhole' nature, targeted only on
the precise areas where the archaeolo-
gy is threatened, for example where
piles are driven. The argument that this
leaves the archaeology in place for the
future when techniques may be better

is a valid one in many cases, but one
result is that archaeological perspective
is lost and research aims suffer.

These views, of course, consider the
situation in the country as a whole. In
Chester we are fortunate that some of
the situations which worry the authors
of these views are not present. Our
local unit is thriving and takes its com-
munity relations seriously. With open
days and the Explorers' Club it keeps
its doors open to the community and it
is always willing to advise and help
local clubs and societies. It is also true
to say that when young archaeologists
are no longer young it is increasingly
difficult to participate in excavations.
This is perhaps an unexpected result of
PPG 16, where the developer is inter-
ested in rapid professional excavation
without the need to train and give expe-
rience to amateur diggers

This is one reason why your Society
is keen l.o provide the opponunity to par-
ticipate in excavation whenever the
opportunity arises, to take part in activ-
ities such as field-walking, to assist in
the recording ofgraveyards or to get ex-
perience in transcribing and translating
old documents. Community archaeol-
ogy involves effort from both sides -
professionals and the amateurs, and if
we are to avoid some of ihe scenarios in
the articles referrgd to above, we should
try to participate in these activities
whenever our time, o,ur holidays'or our
partners allow.

For a professional's iomments, iee
page 4-
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Weekend excursion to
Ironbridge
12-1,4 June

Leaving from Chester station there will
be a stop in Market Drayton, where there
are several interesting buildings and a

church with Norman and fourteenth-
century features. Coffee has been
arranged at the seventeenth-century 'Tu-
dor House' Hotel.

The hotel for the weekend is a Grade
I Listed Building of the sixteenth cen-
tury on the site of. and incorporating,
some of the summer residence of the
prior of Wenlock Priory.

Much of the weekend can be spent at
Ironbridge, where there are many fasci-
nating museums and displays as well as

the Coalport china works and museum,
the Jackfield tile workshop and muse-
um and the Victorian town.

In addition a visit is planned to Dud-
maston, a fine house and gardens with
connections with the Darby family; also
to Croft Castle, an ancient castle inhab-
ited by the same family since Domes-
day, with an Iron Age fort nearby.

The cost for the weekend will be in
the region of f I 70, a little less for mem-
bers of the National Trust and for
concessions.

If you would like to take part, please
complete the booking form with this
newsletter and return it to me with your
deposit by 30 March.

Prue Wendt

The castles of Flintshire,
Saturday 9 May

Leader: Dr Peter Gaunt,
University College, Chester

We shall visit Old Hawarden, Ewloe,
Flint and Caergwrle castles, each of
which is an example of a different type
of fortification. Dr Gaunt has conduct-
ed previous field trips to these sites for
post-graduate students, and it promises
to be a most interesting excursion.

There will be some level walking at

the first three sites, but to reach Caerg-
wrle Castle necessitates an uphill walk
of about ten minutes. However, mem-
bers who feel they cannot manage this
could leave after visiting Flint. Please

bring your own teas, as there are no sat-

isfactory cafes at any of the sites.

... south, east and west
(but not north this year!):

a variety of summer outings

We shall meet at the Tinkersdale car
park in Hawarden (about 200 yards from
the main street on the A550 to Wrex-
ham) at 1.45 pm. Please let me know if
you would like to come and enclose a

cheque payable to Chester Archaeolo g-
ical Society for L2.50 for each member
and f3.00 for each non-member. I will
try to arrange transport for anyone with-
out it, so do not be deterred from
applyingl

Rosemary Martin
(address on page 4)

Derbyshire and Bramall
Hall

Saturday l August

We shall leave from Chester station at

9.00 am by Hanmers Coaches. After a
coffee stop the rest of the morning will
be spent in Buxton. Among other plac-
es of interest members can choose to
visit the old Thermal Bath building,
where there is a display (there are now
also some little shops and an interesting
large roofspan ofmodern stained glass),

the newly restored Crescent, the Old
Hall Hotel and the museum. Opposite
the Crescent there is a fountain where
members can filI their water bottles with
good Buxton water. Lunch will be tak-
en in Buxton: there are several cafes, or
members can take a packed lunch to eat

in the lovely Pavilion Gardens.
We shall then visit Arbor Low, the

Neolithic stone circle with a Bronze Age
burial mound beside it.

The last visit is to Bramall Hall, the
Tudor timber-framed house which was

home to the Davenport family for over
500 years until this century. There are

some remarkable painted timber walls
to be seen as well as good furniture.

If you would like to come, please
complete the booking from and return
it to me with your deposit by 30 June.

Barbara Yale

'Two Feet in the Past' is the
title of the series of historical
walks organised by the City
Council's Cultural Services

Division as part of its
'Why Not Try'

programme.

Walks already planned are:

TWo Feet in the Past

21 April: Roman Chester
(Keith Matthews)
28 April: Medieval and Tudor
Chester (Simon Ward)
5 May: Georgian and Victorian
Chester (Eileen Willshaw)
12May: World War II Chester
(Mike Morris)
Start: Blue Coat School, Upper North-
gate St, Chester, 7.00 pm. Cost f2.50
(L2.00 concessions). Please book in
advance with Chester Archives, Town

Hall, Chesrer CHI 2HJ. Tel (01244)
402tlo

Evening tours of Shotwick Cas-

tle and Farndon are planned for later
in the summer. Look out for more in-
formationl

In addition, Keith Matthews will
be leading a tour of Tarvin specifi
cally for Archaeological Society
members on Sunday 13 September.
Details will be announced later.
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T REALISE that this is the last time
I that I shall contribute to this news-
letter as Chairman of the Society, so

while I have usually taken the opportu-
nity to use this column to look forward,
on this occasion I should like to look
back as well.

My four years in office have passed

very quickly and I have found the
position both interesting and challeng-
ing. I am well aware of the help that has

been given to me by the officers and
members of theCouncil, many of whom
have expended a lot of time in promot-
ing the Society's affairs in addition to
attending the regular meetings. I have
also found it particularly gratifying, as

a lay person, to have had so much help
from the professional archaeologists
and archivists and to have been able to
discuss freely matters of concern with
them.

It is encouraging that so many mem-
bers are attending lectures and ex-
cursions and inviting non-members to
come as well. There has been a

noticeable number of new members in
the past year, and I hope this trend will
continue.

Plans are afoot for the 150th anniver-
sary of the founding ofthe Society. The
history of the Society, currently being
written by Dr Alan Crosby, promises to
be informative and interesting. The lec-
ture programme contains many im-
pressive speakers. The excursions will
be ambitious and varied and we will be

organisers of an archaeological week-

end conference.
Our application for charitable status

has been approved and this opens up
many possibilities for obtaining grant-
aid for future projects, particularly the
conservation of the library. This work
has been waiting for approval of our
status, but detailed planning has been

hindered by staff changes and re-organ-
isation within the City Record Office.
However, we hope that we shall soon
be able to make progress on this much
needed project

Rosemary Martin

The Society on the World
Wide Web

Last Autumn Council authorised your
Editor to create a set of World wide Web
pages for the Society. The pages would
be based on, and gather together, infor-
mation which is already available but
which is scattered in a variety of plac-
es. It is hoped that at least some of the
pages will go on line by the end of April.

As members probably know, the
Web is becoming increasingly popular
for disseminating information of all
kinds. It is already widely used by ar-

chaeologists. For the moment, this is at

the professional rather than the volun-
tary level, although it is interesting to
note that it is extensively used by fami-
ly history societies. At the moment, use

by archaeologists of the Web concen-
trates on general publicity for'their
organisations and summaries of current
projects, although some sites do offer
longer papers.

The advantages of the Society hav-
ing its own Web pages are (hopefully):

. A higherprofile in the archaeolog-
ical community as a result of easier

access to information about it
More up-to-date image, possibly
important when applying for grants

and fying to attract younger mem-
bers
Possibility of more Journal sales

The pages will be as follows:

'Home' page (Introduction,
index)
How to join
About the Society (brief history)
Lecture prograrnme

Forthcoming excursions
Information about the Society's
Journal
Information on the 150th
anniversary celebrations

The Society's URL will be:

http ://www.morpork.u-net.com

Point of View

R Wilding, Miller of Dee. 128 pp, 38 line drawings and 17 b&w photographs.
f9.99 from the Grosvenor Museum and local bookshops

T HIS book is for anyone with an in-
I terest, notjust in the social history

of Chester, but in the technical aspects

of working mills, trade, architecture and

manufacturing processes.

The first reference to mills at Ches-
ter was in 1093, when a corn mill and
weir were authorised by Hugh Lupus,
Earl of Chester. Fisheries above the weir
were granted to his dependants, but he

reserved the fishing rights below the
weir - the King's Pool - for himself. He
also granted fishing rights and a charter
for a mill to St Werburgh's abbey.

This was just the beginning: this part
of the river became a powerhouse and

centre ofindustrial activity for 800 years

and remarkably included mills for grain,
fulling, bark, paper, flint, needles and

snuff; also a tobacco factory, salmon

cages, water and sewage pumping and

tinally a hydro-electric station.
Each aspect of the mills - their

machinery, processes, labour and so on
- are described in detail, reflecting the
author's comprehensive research and
drawing on old documents, maps, paint-
ings and archaeological discoveries. A
glance at the number of acknowledge-
ments also leads the reader to appreciate
the scale and depth of research packed

into 128 pages. Well illustrated with
photographs, woodcuts, line drawings
and prints, the book tells of the threats

from flooding, fire, ice and war; the poor
working conditions, particularly in the
flint mills and needle mills, as well as

stories of dishonest millers and snuff
addicts!

Gillian Dunn
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Peter Carrington



150th Anniversary
Volume - help needed

As reported above, work on the history
of the Society is proceeding well. The
researcher, Dr Alan Crosby, has submit-
ted a number ofdraft chapters, and they
make fascinating reading. The full text
should be completed this summer, for
publication in the Spring of 1999.

However, a selection of illustrations
is needed to bring rhe work to life fufly
- notjust of archaeological subjects, but
of people and events. The obvious
source for these is the Society's
Journal and its archives.

Your Editor would be very grateful
for the help of one or two volunteers
who could give up some time to come
into the Museum on a regular basis (for
example, twice a week ) to help to make
this selection.

If you think you might be able ro help,
please contact Peter Carrington at
Chester Archaeology, 27 Grosvenor
Street, Chester CH1 2DD. Tel (01244)
402028.

'Something old, Has Archaeology failed
something new' the Public?

view from the
other side

Council.for British
Archaeolo gy N orth-West

Spring Meeting
Saturday 9 May at the

Grosvenor Museum

The CBA North-West Regional Group
does not often meet in Chester, so why
not take the opportunity to come along?
The Spring meeting will be a round-up
of the latest research in the region:
Simon Ward will be speaking about the
excavations in Chester Cathedral; Rob
Philpott about Roman rural settlements
on Merseyside; and Graham Eyre Mor-
gan about the 'Hanging Ditch' - part of
the defences of medieval Manchester,
plus many more.

The meeting, which will sta.rt with the
Group's AGM, is free to CBA mem-
bers, f2.50 to non-members. Coffee will
be available from 9.30 and the meeting
will start at 10.00 am.

A

p Ul-l-fUUE archaeologists have for
I long been seduced by the concept
(and salaries!) of 'professionalism'.
PPG 16 and the developer funding of
excavations has given more of them that
status, either as consultants or in local
government planning departments.

However, in donning business suits
they have arguably lost touch to some
extent with the bedrock of public inter-
est which ultimately legitimises their
work. Moreover, many 'planning
archaeologists' have recently suffered
as a result of local government reorgan-
isation, and some local field units are
struggling with competitive tendering;
both ofthese factors have resulted in the
dissipation of local knowledge and mar-
ginalise the public even further.
However, it has to be admitted that there
is an upside to the changes of the past
seven or so years: more excavation is
now being done with a wider geograph-
ical spre4d, and the near-monopoly of
English Heritage funding- with the ac-
companying problems of a 'planned
economy' and'dependency culture' -
has been broken.

At Chester Archaeology we have so
far tried to be all things to all people: to
manage the local archaeological re-
source through the planning process. lo
carry out excavation and other research
to a high standard; and to inform and
involve the local people for whom we
work. At best it is a difficult route to
follow. Public expressions of support
from local societies - as expressed in
George Storey's article - and construc-
tive criticism as well, together with
practical involvement, all help to main-
tain and develop local appreciation and
control of our archaeological heritage.

Peter Carrington

Chester Antiquary is published twice
ayear, in Spring and Autumn. We
welcome letters and articles from
members. Contributions for the next
issue should be with the editor,
Peter Carrington, no later than
Friday 21 August 1998.
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