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Under the direction of Blair Poole of LP Archaeology, 
in August 2012 the Society’s fieldwork volunteers 
excavated two large pits against the medieval church 
boundary.  The trenches were located over previously 
identified physical  anomalies identified by the 
Caesium magnetometry survey carried out earlier in 
2012. 

Trench 1 was aligned along a north-south axis, 10m x 
2m and was dug to a depth of 0.7m below ground 
level. 

This trench revealed a clear stratigraphic sequence 
with good dating evidence from the ceramic finds 
assemblage.  Above the natural  clay was a 13

th
 to 14

th
 

century agricultural soil with the remains of a 16
th
 to 

17
th
 century stone structure (see picture above), and 

an associated robber trench dating from 18
th
 to 19

th
 

century.  Other features include an 18
th
 to 19

th
 century 

ditch at its North end, and a grubbed out hedgerow 
from an earlier boundary. 

Trench 2 measured 6m x 2m and was orientated east-
west and contained a similar stratigraphic sequence to 
that of Trench 1 and included a modern field drain.  It 
also included a similar sandstone feature running in an 
east-west orientation which has been damaged by the 
plough. 

Both trenches provided a large assemblage of finds 
including ceramic, faunal remains, metal, glass and 
stone.  The ceramic finds include domestic wares from 
1

st
 to 3

rd
 century, 12

th
 to 15

th
 century and 18

th
 to 19

th
 

centuries, and include a green glazed spouted sherd.   

Metal  finds included lead window beading, 
a bronze tool and a number of iron frag-
ments from 17

th
 to 19

th
 century.  We also 

recovered a large faunal assemblage 
containing bones of sheep, cattle and a 
boar tusk, indicative of domestic waste. 

Full details of this excavation are contained 
within the “Archaeological Excavation  
Report for Heronbridge & Eccleston  
Archaeological Project for Chester  
Archaeology: Blair Poole MSc MIfA L-P  
Archaeology” which is free to download 
from the Societies’ website: 

www.chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/Eccleston 

We plan further fieldwork in Eccleston  
during 2013 to include: 

Resistivity Survey & Shovel Pits : 
May / June (Date to be confirmed) 

Excavation:  Summer 

Everyone is welcome to come along.  If you 
are a beginner or experienced come and try 
your hand at fieldwork, just  let me know if 
you want to attend. 

 

Phil Miles: Fieldwork Coordinator  

Tel: 01829741207  

Email: philkath.chester@virgin.net 

Eccleston Project – Evidence for early occupation 



We have submitted fourteen comments on  

development proposals to Cheshire West and 

Chester Council over the past year.  Regrettably, 

along with those of the Civic Trust and the  

Council’s own specialist officers, these comments 

have sometimes fallen on deaf ears. 

Over the past year we have commented on proposals 

for the Chester Central Business Quarter (east of the 

railway station), the redevelopment of the Leadworks 

site, the Northgate area (including the redevelopment 

of the Odeon and Commerce House as a theatre-cum-

library), the destruction or backfilling of World War II 

bunkers adjacent to the railway station and at Queen’s 

Park, the proposals for a student village between 

Blacon and Mollington, and the draft Local Plan 

(including proposals for relaxation of the Green Belt 

around the city).  

In general we have supported the principle of re-

development.  The exception has been the Student 

Village, which we consider unnecessary and which 

would not, in our view, return areas of the city suffering 

‘studentification’ to occupation by families but simply by 

other transient populations. 

The decision to accept the proposals for the re-

development of the Leadworks site was a major 

disappointment. It may be that it was not feasible to 

preserve more of the complex of industrial buildings, 

but we consider that the high, grey-clad apartments 

enclosing a narrow courtyard that are to replace them 

will be depressing in themselves and will create a 

mean and depressing environment. There was plenty 

of advice to this effect, but neither developers, nor 

planning officers nor councillors listened. 

Fortunately the Council does seem to be more 

prepared to listen over the Northgate development. We 

consider that the Concept Scheme contains some 

good ideas, but there are also elements that could 

spoil it: we shall have to await the design team’s 

response to the first round of public consultation. 

We have supported the preservation of World War II 

bunkers around the city, not because we think they are 

beautiful (but, 2000 years ago, what would an Iron Age 

farmer have thought of the Roman fortress ?), but 

because they testify to the most recent phase of 

Chester's long history as a key defensive position.  

History does not end with the Romans or even with 

the Middle Ages, and all aspects of twentieth-century 

conflicts are now the subject of considerable public 

interest and academic research. Will the Council be 

imaginative enough to recognise this ? 

Finally, we are very wary of proposals to relax the 

Green Belt around the city.  It may be that small adjust-

ments can be made (and other areas of Green Belt 

designated to compensate), but overall the existing 

Green Belt works very well in preserving the setting of 

the city and preventing sprawl: we may have to fight 

hard to keep it. 

Peter Carrington 

We are experiencing a period of austerity, of social and 
economic change and your Society is responding to 
the threats, challenges and issues posed to the historic 
environment and archaeological heritage.  

Members who attended Cheshire Archaeology Day will 
have noticed that the society has invested in two ‘pop-
up’ banners for display at events to draw attention to 
the Society and its activities.  The banners highlight 
aspects of the society using the key words: 

 Campaigning 
 Active 
 Learning 
 Visiting 
 Welcoming 

Certain aspects of how the Society serves its members 
will have to change with time.  For example the publi-

cation and distribution of physical copies 
of documents is more expensive than 
electronic or online publishing.  

While it is not envisaged that there will be 
kindle editions of the Society Journal in 
the near future it may be the case that in 
the future some material will only be pub-
lished as an online resource. 

Similarly there has been discussion of 
whether it might become practical in 
the relatively near future to distribute the 
Antiquary to most members by email as 
a .pdf, with  only a limited postal distribu-
tion.  Printed copies could still be given to 
those new members who join at events 
like Cheshire Archaeology Day.   

Development: Is Anyone Listening ? 

Challenging Times and . . .  



We live in an information age and your Society is 
competing with other information sources for the 
attention of both existing members and others 
who have an interest in the historic environment 
and archaeological heritage of Chester, Cheshire 
and North Wales, and who are potential future 
members. 

Your society has online presence both with its website 
and via the two main social media channels; facebook 
and twitter; media which it is hoped will raise aware-
ness of the activities of the society and attract new 
members. 

Carolyne Kershaw 

A cast copper alloy (bronze)  
palstave of Middle Bronze Age 
dating (c.1500 to c. 1150 BC).  
The palstave has a shield 
shaped pattern below the stop 
ridge, and raised flange facets. 

The palstave was found in  
Cheshire, in the vicinity of  
Tarporley in February and  
reported to the Portable  
Antiquities Scheme Finds Liaison 
Officer. 

The blade of the palstave is sub-
triangular in plan, with convex 
expanding sides, and a convex 
cutting edge. The cutting edge 
measures 56.60mm in width and 
is 7.76mm thick. It is very thick 
and corroded.  In profile the 
blade is sub-triangular with the 
widest section  before the stop 
ridge.  The object measures 
26.40mm in width and 34.79mm 
thick at the stop ridge. 

Beneath the stop-ridge, on each 
face of the palstave, is a concave 
depression, which is bordered by 
raised ridges.  This is broadly 
sub-rectangular (U-shaped) and 
is probably an area of decoration, usually described as 
shield shaped.  The shield shape on one face 
measures 31.20mm in length.  Casting seems are 
visible down each side of the object.  The object has a 
U-shaped septum and straight-sided open flanges for 
hafting.  The flanges are incomplete.  At the stop ridge 
on one face the flange measures 11.45mm in depth. 
File marks are visible on the flanges.  The butt of the 
object is incomplete and measures 22.92mm in width 
and 7.02mm thick. 

The object has a dark green patina and is corroded in 
places. 

Similar examples to this palstave can be seen in: 

Savory, 1980; Catalogue of the Bronze Age collections 
in the National Museum of Wales; Fig 19-21 spe-
cifically example 144 from Llanguirig, Montgomeryshire 
(Powys).  This form and style of palstave fits into the 
Acton Park metal working tradition which is dated to 
the first phase of the Middle Bronze Age (MBA I) 1450-
1250 BC. 

Middle Bronze Age Palstave found in Cheshire 

 . . . an Evolving Society 

Skipton Castle and Ribchester Roman Fort 
Saturday 1st June  
£15.00 members (£16.00 non members) 
Including lunch and admissions 

Tutbury Castle and Lichfield Cathedral 
Saturday 20th July 
Including lunch and admissions 
A talk is planned as part of this excursion,  
by Dr Gareth Williams of the British Museum 
who recently finished an excavation there. 
£14.00 members (£15.00 non members) 

Further details on the Society website: 

www.chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/excursions 

Excursions Summer 2013 



Chairman:   
Mr Dan Garner 
Station Cottage, Tattenhall Road 
Newton-by-Tattenhall 
Chester CH3 9AZ 
07572 545052 
bronzeagehillforts@gmail.com 

Vice Chair:  
Ms Julie Edwards 
27 Grosvenor St 
Chester  CH1 2DD 
01244 402027 
julie.edwards@ 
cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk  

 
 
 

Honorary Secretary:  
Mr Alan Williams 
20 The Yonne, City Walls Road 
Chester CH1 2NH 
01244 310563 
alan.williams844@o2.co.uk 

Honorary Treasurer and  
Membership Secretary: 
Mr Ian Candlin 
6 Fox Lane, Waverton, Chester 
CH3 7PQ 
01244 332352 
ian.candlin@rexam.com 

Honorary Editor: 

The Society is currently seeking a 
new Honorary Editor  

Honorary Newsletter Editor: 
Ms Carolyne Kershaw 
39 Stalbridge Avenue, Liverpool, 
L18 1HA 
0151 280 2669 
carolyne.cas@live.co.uk 

Fieldwork co-ordinator:  
Mr Phillip Miles 
10 Deansway, Tarvin CH3 8LX 
01829 741207 
philkath.chester@virgin.net 

The Chester Antiquary is 
published twice a year, in 

Spring and Autumn.   

We welcome letters and  

articles from members. 

Contributions for the next 
newsletter should be with 
the newsletter editor  
Carolyne Kershaw no later 
than 15th August 2013. 

Society Contact Information 

Library 

Members are welcome to browse through the Society’s library at Chester 
History and Heritage (general books) and Chester University (journals) 

Society website:  www.chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk 
Also on Facebook and Twitter 

We are finding good homes for library material  
that we wish to dispose of, but thorough  

documentation takes time. 

We have reported twice recently on progress in 
slimming down the library to bring it into line with the 
Society’s stated purposes. (See the Chester Antiquary 
Autumn 2011 and Spring 2012).  

We have now completed the transfer of all the religious 
books and journals in our collection to Chester 
Cathedral Library - over 450 items. However, just as 
many ‘pamphlets’ (mainly printed sermons) remain to 
be transferred.   

We have also reached an understanding with the 
Grosvenor Museum to take our collection of topog-
raphical prints and a handful of archaeological drawings.  
Again over 500 items.  By the time this issue of the 
Antiquary appears a formal agreement should have 
been signed and transfers should have begun.  We 
hope that some of the prints will appear in an exhibition 
to be held by the museum in 2016.  For this to happen 
the museum needs to begin conservation work this 
year, so we are now giving priority to these transfers. 

We have identified almost 700 items that may be 
appropriate to Cheshire Archives.  However, given their 
own preoccupations in the past year (the retirement of 
their manager, Jonathan Pepler, and the relocation 
of some of their material from Chester Town Hall base-
ment to Ellesmere Port) we have deliberately not 
opened detailed discussions with them. 

We have also identified large numbers of books that 
are of no local relevance and can be sold.  Almost 200 
seem likely to be of some financial value and will be 
offered to antiquarian booksellers, but of the remaining 
500, almost 100 were sold to people who attended last 
year’s Cheshire Archaeology Day, and we hope to 
dispose of the rest in the same way. 

As part of the general evacuation of Chester Town 
Hall basement, we had to remove all our prints, photo-
graphs and rare books; these are now at Bumpers 
Lane.  This is far from ideal, but at least it meant that 
they were not threatened by the flooding of the Town 
Hall basement in July that damaged some of the 
Cheshire Archives collections (including a few items 
that we had deposited with them in the past: the 
Archives service is now having these conserved). 

Despite the re-cataloguing of the library in the 1990s, 
its documentation remains poor (this seems to have 
been a problem since the earliest years of the 
Society !), and we are ensuring that all items set aside 
for disposal are properly recorded.  We are particularly 
concerned to note individual donations and collections, as 
these form part of the history of the Society.  Prominent 
among the collections, of course, is that of J P 
Earwaker, Cheshire historian and at one time librarian 
of our Society, whose library was bought on his death 
and presented to the Society by the Duke of Westminster.  
We wish to ensure that these are not unavoidably 
dispersed.  

Peter Carrington 

The Society’s Library: Recent Progress 


