Chester Heritage Festival &
Chester Archaeological Society Conference
at the Grosvenor Museum, Grosvenor St., Chester CH1 2DD
Friday 29th June 2018 at 6.45pm for 7.00pm.
Welcome by Janet Axworthy, CAS Chairman and/or Elizabeth Montgomery, Collections Manager
Grosvenor Museum & CAS Vice Chairman. There will be a brief introduction at the start of the
evening, as this is the first event of it's type in recent years, inaugurating what is anticipated to be a
new series of annual Conferences organised with the support of CWaC and the Grosvenor
Museum, by the Chester Archaeological Society in partnership with CBA NW and the contributing
organisations. Refreshments follow the lecture, with a brief opportunity to examine display materials
brought by speakers as part of their contributions. These will be arranged on the ground floor of the
Museum, with a publications sales table and there will be more time to look at these properly, during
the programme on Saturday 30.6.18.

Keynote Address: Rethinking Offa's & Wat"s Dykes by Prof Howard Williams,
Dept History & Archaeology, University of Chester.
The talk will aim to rethink the relationships between Offa's and
Wat's Dykes. Drawing on recent work on the linear earthworks
of the Anglo-Welsh borderlands, I argue that linear earthworks
controlled movement and choreographed social memories.
From this perspective, we can identify key similarities but also
fundamental contrasts between the two monuments, which in
turn helps us to understand their functions and relationships.

Saturday, 30.6.18 at 9.30am.
9.30am -10.00am Arrival & Coffee/Tea
10.00am Welcome by morning Chairman Dan Garner, CAS Vice President
10.15am - 10.45am Holt's Roman Tilery & Pottery - Geophysical Investigations 2018
by Chris Matthews, Archaeological Survey West LLP
This presentation highlights the results of a geophysical survey over Holt's Roman
Military Tilery and Pottery. Managed and funded by CAS and the Holt Local
History Society. The survey work was conducted by Chris Matthews, Archaeological
Survey West and a full survey report has been produced. The objective was to
identify features identified and excavated by Arthur Acton in the early 20th
Century and to determine the potential extent of further archaeological activity
within the scheduled area and surrounding fields. At present the resulting
discussion has addressed some inaccuracies in the archaeological record (based on
Acton's findings) and has also indicated the potential for additional industrial and
structural features that may be associated with the Roman activity. The results are
enabling further consideration of Holt"s position within the now better known
Legionary Industrial sites in the North West Region.

10.50 - 11.20am Glimpses of early human activity on Moel Arthur - Investigations
carried out by the Clwydian Range Archaeology Group by Ian Brooks, Engineering
Archaeological Services Ltd., Moel Arthur, CRAG
The focus is an excavation by CRAG, of a plateau on the northern flank of Moel Arthur, adjacent to an
ancient stream bed. While many visitors leave Offa's Dyke footpath to climb up to the impressive hillfort
ramparts on Moel Arthur's summit, they may not realise a few metres downhill, evidence has been found of
human activity likely to date back far earlier than the Iron Age, possibly back as far as Mesolithic times. The
artefacts and structures found are of considerable interest and provide evidence of earlier footfall in these hills.
CRAG has roots in the 'Heather & Hillforts Project', it is a
community archaeology group focussed on the designated
Clwydian Range and Dee Valley Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty. Training and development are key priorities and CRAG was
fortunate to secure HLF funding, and the Sustainable
Development Fund in the '17 season, to further their strategy. As
a lithics specialist, mentor and consultant for CRAG, Dr Ian Brooks
is well placed to speak about the archaeological investigation of the
site with it's intriguing cache of worked stone, and also about the
challenges presented by community archaeology.

11.25am - 12.00pm Research and excavations at Oakenholt, Pentre Ffwrnden and
Llys Edwin, Northop, Flintshire by Ian Grant, Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust

12.15pm - 1.15pm Lunch
1.20pm - 1.30pm Introduction by afternoon Chairman Janet Axworthy, CAS Chairman
and/or Fiona Gale, retired Denbigh County Archaeologist

1.30pm - 2.00pm The Chester Amphitheatre Environs Research Project (CAER):
Excavating in Grosvenor Park 2007-18 by Chairman Dan Garner, CAS Vice President
For the past decade a partnership between what is now CWaC Cultural Services and Chester University has
seen a programme of research and student training excavation in Grosvenor Park, Chester. This has revealed
an unexpectedly rich archaeological resource with occupation spanning the Roman period to the 17th
century. The lecture will serve to give some background to the project and summarise the results to date.

2.00pm - 2.30pm Research and Survey at Poulton, Cheshire: Revelation of living on
the West Bank through the millennia! By Kevin Cootes, LJMU for the Poulton Research Trust
Illuminating Lowland Iron Age Settlement in North-West Britain: The
Poulton Research Project community excavations at Poulton in
Cheshire have revealed an extensive Iron Age settlement
characterised by multiple intercutting roundhouse ditches spanning
the 8th-1st centuries BC. A large and diverse assemblage of finds
including animal bone, pottery, industrial waste and charcoal are
characteristic of an established and prosperous population which
took advantage of their proximity to the River Dee for trade.
Continuity from the Iron Age into the Roman Period is indicated by a series of ditches, an enclosure
and several thousand finds spanning the late 1st-4th centuries AD. The settlements location on a
'south facing' plateau overlooking the floodplain of the River Dee offers a diagnostic tool for the
discovery of further such sites in North-West Britain.
(p.t.o.)
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2.35pm - 3.10pm The Sandstone Ridge Trust – recent and
future projects by Dr Peter Winn, Trustee
A brief overview of the work of the Trust ‘s volunteers since the creation
of the Trust in 2012 as a legacy of the Habitats and Hillforts Landscape
Partnership Scheme, with an introduction to current projects such as
Transition, Pictorial History and Caves.

3.15pm - 3.50pm Recent work in Chester and Cheshire by Mark Leah, Development
Management Archaeologist & Team Leader, Cheshire Archaeol.Plg Advisory Service (Total Env.),
Cheshire Shared Services
Over the last five years, development has continued apace in Chester and the surrounding area.
The present talk attempts to provide a summary of the results of some of the more significant
excavations which have come to light as a result. These include the work on the site of the
demolished Commerce House, part of the new Storyhouse extension to the former Odeon in
Northgate St. Excavations outside the north wall of the Roman Fortress, in advance of Chester's
new bus station construction, and the discovery of a large Roman site at the former Saighton army
camp, to the south of the City, off Watling St., on the east bank of the River Dee. All three sites
provided new and important evidence of the Roman period in and around Chester, much of which
will be published in JCAS, in the near future.

4.00pm - 4.15pm Close of Conference

The Conference will be based in the Lecture Theatre of the Grosvenor Museum,
so places are limited; the fee is £18 p.p. entrance by reservation only.
Please make cheques payable to:
Chester Archaeological Society and forward to
Mr Ian Candlin, CAS Treasurer, 6 Fox Lane, Waverton, Chester CH3 7PQ.
Programme details and contribution summaries (here) will be circulated to
Conference attendees (updates on CAS website: www.chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk).
Let us have your details and direct enquiries to Cllr Janet Axworthy, CAS Chairman:
jaxworthy441@btinternet.com www.chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk

