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Visits & Excursions 2018
Saturday 28th July: Visit to the Clwydian
Range Archaeology Group live dig at
Moel Arthur
Members should make their own way to the
car park south of Moel Arthur NGR147657
for the walk up at 2pm. Note site access is by
a steep 20minute climb on rough paths.
Sunday 16th September: Visit to the
Oswestry Castle Community Research
Project
A live dig investigating the largely buried
remains of an Anglo-Norman keep probably
dating from the mid12th to early 13th century
at the Castle Mound, Chapel St, Oswestry
SY11 1PZ.
Members should make their own transport
arrangements to arrive at the Castle for a
2pm start. Pay and display parking adjacent
in the town centre Horsemarket Car Park.

Fieldwork co-ordinator:
Dr Kevin Cootes

Sunday 21st October: Visit to the site of
Aldford Castle

Honorary Journal Editor:
Editorial Sub-committee
chesterarchaeologicalsociety
@gmail.com

This walking tour will be led by Dr Rachel
Swallow, please meet at 11am in the car

Honorary Newsletter Editor:
Dan Garner
bronzeagehillforts@gmail.com

Internet
www.chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk
You can follow the society
via social media:
on facebook and twitter

Library
Members are welcome to
access the Society’s library at
Chester History and Heritage
(general books) and Chester
University (journals).
The Chester Antiquary is
published twice a year, in Spring/
Summer and Autumn/Winter.
We welcome letters and
articles from members.
Contributions for the next
newsletter should be with the
newsletter editor no later than
7th September 2018

park off Church Lane, Aldford CH3 6JD.
What appears to be a minor earthwork
castle tucked in a field behind the church
today, Aldford was in fact a significant
castle in medieval Cheshire. While the first
surviving documentary mention of the
castle is late (1277), and previous
archaeological excavation confirms this
date, multidisciplinary and cross-period
research points to a castle of a much
earlier date for its foundation (12th century,
at the latest), and to one that possessed a
designed landscape of park, church and
settlement possibly established at the
outset of the castle’s build.
After the visit there is the opportunity to
visit the Grosvenor Arms for refreshments.
Further details will be given on the CAS
website when arrangements have been
confirmed.
Alice Bray 07920 483438
& Hilary Lidbury 01925 756375
excursions@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk

A Note on our Website
The society web site www.chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk is the principal way in which
the society communicates with members. The pages set out up to date information
on all aspects of the society’s activities, including, events excursions, lectures,
fieldwork, publications and library information. The Links page is a particularly good
resource for those wanting to find out more about local history and archaeology.
On the 25th May 2018 the European Union's General Data Protection Regulation
came into effect (GDPR). To comply with this, the Society has updated it's
procedures and published a Data Protection Policy. It comprises, information on
what personal member details CAS holds, why it holds it and explains how
members can review, amend or withdraw the information held. The policy can be
downloaded by clicking on the link http://chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/how-to-join/ to
the CAS web site. It is essential that we only hold up-to-date information of this kind
and we need the help of members in this.
We always welcome comments and improvement suggestions, e-mail these to
webmaster@chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk Hugh Bray

Our journal online at last!

Annual Subscriptions

As many of you will already be aware,
our journal finally became available
online in January. You can access all
volumes from old series no 1 (1857)
to new series no 84 (2010–14) on the
Archaeological Data Service website
at https://doi.org/10.5284/1046285
You can browse by volume and
article or search by author, period,
subject or free text term.

May I remind those members whose
2018 subscriptions have still to be
paid to the Society, that subscriptions
were due on 01 January 2018.
Please send your cheques (made
payable to Chester Archaeological
Society), to: Ian Candlin,
Hon.Treasurer, 6 Fox Lane,
Waverton, Chester, CH3 7PQ.
My thanks in anticipation.

Peter Carrington

Ian Candlin

Festival Revival of an Annual Archaeology Conference!
As part of this year’s Chester Heritage Festival from Friday, 22.6 – Saturday,
30.6 the Archaeological Society with the Grosvenor Museum and CBA NW
are reviving a popular annual Conference. For almost two decades up until
2010, a meeting was held annually at a variety of venues around the county,
under the aegis of the Local Authority. It is hoped that the event this year will
be the first of another series of similar meetings, fostering work locally and
developing networks. The purpose of course, to develop new and existing
audiences and build the knowledge base while exchanging information and
enjoying a great event! This year’s theme has a lot to do with boundaries and
borders and the politics and economics, threats and opportunities they pose
and posed. Prof. Howard William’s keynote address sets the scene on Friday
evening, 29.6. with ‘Rethinking Offa’s and Wat’s Dykes’ - “The talk will aim to
rethink the relationships between Offa’s and Wat’s Dykes. There will be a
social side to this first section, appropriately celebrating the reinstatement of
this Conference in the archaeological calendar!
The Conference continues at 10.00am on Saturday morning, 30.6 and this
second section includes Chris Matthews, Archaeological Survey West LLP, on
behalf of the Holt Local History Soc. The presentation highlights the results of
a geophysical survey over Holt’s Roman tilery and pottery in 2018. The results
are enabling further consideration of Holt’s place in the now better known
Legionary Industrial sites of the North West Region. A talk on the important
research and fascinating site of Moel Arthur by Ian Brooks, for CRAG is
followed by a contribution on the Pentre Ffwrnden and Northop sites in
Flintshire, by Ian Grant for CPAT. Displays of materials representing the
research, interests and work of the groups and businesses taking part in the
Conference, with an opportunity to purchase publications, will be available
during the lunch break, and a light lunch will be provided (given the difficulties
of obtaining something reasonably quickly nearby, on a race day).

The third section of the Conference
includes an update and interpretation of
recent discoveries from the extraordinary,
multiperiod site at Poulton, near Chester, by
Kevin Cootes for the Poulton Research
Trust. A report on eleven seasons of work in
the Grosvenor Park, Chester by Dan
Garner for Chester Amphitheatre Environs
Research Project (CAER), followed by
Peter Winn for the Sandstone Ridge Trust
outlining the work of the Trust since it’s
creation in 2012, and future projects.

This last part of the Conference will also contain a round-up
and reviews of current fieldwork, and the Heritage Industry
both sides of the border. Fiona Gale, retired Denbigh County
Archaeologist may join us, and Mark Leah will be with us.
Team Leader of the DMA in Cheshire Archaeology Planning
Advisory Service (Total Environment), Cheshire Shared
Services. Mark’s round-up will include the work on the site of
Commerce House, that stood adjacent to Northgate Street,
as part of the extension to the Odeon building and the
creation of the Storyhouse complex; excavations in advance
of the construction of Chester’s new bus station, and the
discovery of a large Roman site on the former Saighton army
camp, to the south of the City. All three sites provided new
and important evidence concerning the Roman period, in
and around Chester, much of which will be published in
JCAS in the near future.”
The proceedings will be drawn to a close at the end of a very
full day, shortly before 4.30pm. The Conference will be
based in the lecture theatre of the Grosvenor Museum, so
places are limited and entrance to the proceedings is by
reservation only. The fee covering the Conference launch on
Friday evening, 29.6. from 7.00pm, and the continuation of
this meeting on Saturday, 30.6. from 10.00am, including a
light lunch, is £18 p.p. Please make cheques payable to the
Chester Archaeological Society and forward the payment for
your party, to Mr Ian Candlin, CAS Treasurer, 6 Fox Lane,
Waverton, Chester, CH3 7PQ. Programme details will also
be separately circulated to attendees, and look for updates
on the CAS website www.chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk Plus
of course, the Chester Heritage Festival website
www.visitcheshire.com/chesterheritagefestival
Direct all
enquiries concerning the CHF & CAS Conference to me,
and ensure I have your contact/postal details. Bear in mind,
there will be Racing at Chester on 29. & 30.6.18 - so make
allowances.
Janet Axworthy,
CAS Chairman

CHH in the Grosvenor Museum and
the 2018 Chester Heritage Festival 22nd - 30th June 2018
Members will probably be aware that Chester History and Heritage have moved from St Michael's Church (being taken
over by Big Heritage) and are moving into the front office of the Grosvenor Museum. This seems to be an opportunity to
provide a more joined-up service, with the potential to make parts of our library more accessible and we wish Jane
Hebblewhite and her team well. As part of the Chester Heritage Festival this year, a display of some of the society's
earliest books, reflecting the diverse interests of society members, will be exhibited in the Webster Roman Stones Gallery,
from 22 June until 1 July. Other Festival offers will include a talk on the People of Roman Chester, linked to the exhibits
in the Museum's Webster Gallery (Mon 25.6), and an updated tour of the amphitheatre (Thurs 28.6), in the light of the
exceptional first volume of The Roman Amphitheatre of Chester. As last year in partnership with Historic England, during
the Festival there will be escorted visits to the Agricola Tower, 'Views from Chester Castle' 27 & 28 June (see brochure:
booking essential), but in addition this year, on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays between Friday 20.7 and Sunday 16.9.18
Chester Castle will be open. Plus, there will be 'The Secret Chester Castle Tour' between 11.30 am & 1.00pm, on the first
Tuesday and third Friday of each month! A significant proportion of the Chester Heritage Festival bookings for the 120 150 events this year, will be managed by CHH in the Museum, as last year. Visit:
www.westcheshiremuseums.co.uk/chestercastle
See also www.visitcheshire.com/chesterheritagefestival
Peter Carrington, Hilary Lidbury & Janet Axworthy

Medieval Eccleston
Three medieval rentals held in the Cheshire Record Office
were studied as part of the society's Eccleston project.
Two of the rentals are mid15 century, the third is from the
late 13th or early 14th century. They contain details of
Eccleston tenants such as what property they rented and
the rent they paid as well as the names of fields and other
features. During this period there were about 30 families
living in Eccleston, so probably a total population of about
150 people. Tenants were often named as the son of their
fathers like John son of Marcus or, in the Welsh form,
Jacob ap Howel. Others were called after the place that
they or their forebears came from such as William of
Christleton or Nicholas of Dodleston, whilst yet others
were called after their jobs. Examples are Thomas the
Clerk, William the Shephaerd or Richard the Wright. The
amount of estate land that tenants rented were in the
range of between 5 and 0.5 acres. An exception was
Richard the Engineer's holding at Belgrave which was
probably quite large since it was described as a hamlet.
Rents varied from 2 to 60 shillings per year. Farming was
carried out both communally using the well known strip
system with strips described as selions or bovates, but
also independently in separately enclosed fields with
names like Heathcock Croft.

Major roads, e.g. the ways to Hawarden or to Poulton, are
mentioned as boundaries of some of the landholdings.
Today Poulton is a small hamlet on the far side of the
Eaton estate from Eccleston and there is no direct road
linking them. However, in medieval times, the estate was
just another landholding and Poulton was a more
significant place. There is also mention of minor routes
within Eccleston with names like the way to the mill or to
the church indicating that both a mill and the church were
present at the time the rentals were compiled. One of the
15th century rentals refers to “le wynnmulne” (windmill)
and other features such as a yard for hay storage. The
documents also give some idea of the landscape of
Eccleston in the 14th and 15th centuries. For example
fields called the Clay or the Marsh suggest heavy, wet soil
but Gorstyhole and Gorstway also mentioned indicate
drier areas. Woods and meadows are noted but there is
not much evidence of what crops were grown, although
the names Benehull and Banbury could suggest beans.
Eccleston in this period was not the picturesque estate
village we see today but a working village. largely
self-sufficient in food, building materials and fuel, like
many other settlements at that time.
Janet Cooper

A Feast of Reading
The year started with the arrival of three new books of local relevance: in pride of place volume 1 of the report on the
2004–6 excavations at The Roman Amphitheatre of Chester by Tony Wilmott and Dan Garner; also Insights into Roman
hoards of North West England, edited by Elizabeth Stewart; and Reges Christianissimi, a study of the early kings of
Northumbria by Clive Tolley as they are represented in Bede’s Ecclesiastical History. All three will be reviewed at length in
our next journal and copies will be placed in our library.
The 535 pages of the amphitheatre report are a bargain at £22.50 from Oxbow books. Volume 1 just covers the prehistoric
and Roman periods but does include at the end a summary of the history of the site up to the present day that makes
intriguing reading. The stratigraphic report takes full account of previous discoveries, and all categories of finds are
reported on in detail. There is extensive use of colour, including superb reconstructions of the building by Julian Baum.
Realistically it is likely to be a few years before volume 2, devoted to the early medieval to post-medieval period, appears.
Insights into Roman hoards is based on the 2016 conference at Liverpool Museum. The key papers are on the Malpas
hoard of late preRoman Iron Age gold staters and early Roman silver denarii, found near Malpas in 2014, and on the
Knutsford hoard of denarii, brooches and finger rings found in 2012.
The Malpas hoard is particularly interesting for the contribution that it makes to our understanding of Roman military
operations in this part of the country after the invasion of AD 43, while the Knutsford hoard raises the question of the sources
of monetary wealth in rural Cheshire in the later second century.
Reges Christianissimi contains six papers devoted to three kings –
Æthelfrith. Eadwine and Oswald (martyred at Oswestry). One of
the papers, on Æthelfrith and the Battle of Chester, was originally
published in volume 86 of our journal. What is impressive about
this book is the range of disciplines drawn on early medieval
archaeology, place names studies, the evaluation of literary
sources, and biblical and wider religious and mythological studies
(some of the last the author’s own). The chapters devoted to
religious aspects of Bede’s narrative are heavy reading but
rewarding: for example the symbolic parallelism between York
Edwine’s new capital of Deira and Rome, and between the cross
that Oswald supposedly erected at Heavenfield, near Hexham, on
the eve of his battle with Cadwallon of Gwynedd, and the
Scandinavian ‘world tree’.
Peter Carrington

