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will be celebrated in the Chester History 
and Heritage Centre with an exhibition 
on local archaeologists Mrs and Miss 
Page Cox and Miss Paget who were 
instrumental in excavation work in 
Chester between the wars.

The exhibition will be at the Grosvenor 
Museum before going on a further 
national and international tour. If you 
would like to find out more about 
TrowelBlazers please go to their website 
http://trowelblazers.com/

The Roman Treasures of Cheshire

The Roman Treasures of Cheshire 
exhibition will be touring the region in 
the summer.  The display features the 
Malpas Hoard of 7 Iron Age staters, and 
28 Roman denarii, probably buried in the 
40s AD; and the Knustford Hoard of three 
gilded silver brooches, two finger rings, 
101 denarii, two sestertii, and fragments 
of pottery, probably buried in the 190s 
AD.  These wonderful finds will be on 
show at Nantwich Museum, 20th May – 
9th July; and at the Grosvenor Museum, 
Chester 15th July – 1 October.  A book 
has been published about them, available 
at the Museum of Liverpool online shop: 
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/
onlineshop/books/archaeology-books/
romano-british-treasures-of-ches.aspx

Liz Stewart

West Kirby Museum commemorates 
Charles Dawson Brown

The newly refurbished West Kirby 
Museum opened in July 2013. Formerly 
known as the Charles Dawson Brown 
Museum, founded in 1892, it was hidden 
away for over a century, available to 
view by appointment only.  It is housed 
in a pyramidal-roofed building, part of a 
range of traditional sandstone buildings 
which in turn form part of the St Bridget’s 
Community Centre. The centre lies in 
the West Kirby Old Village Conservation 
Area which is dominated by the adjacent 
Grade II* listed St Bridget’s Church. 
 
Charles Dawson Brown was the local 
historian, antiquarian and benefactor who 
preserved the ancient stones which were 
being unearthed during the rebuilding 
of St. Bridget’s Church in 1869. These 
stones form the core of the museum 
collection.

The original museum room has been 
completely transformed into a modern, 
spot-lit and accessible display area. This 
room tells the story of a thousand years 
of St. Bridget’s Church including pre-
Norman, Norman, Medieval and recent 
acquisitions relating to the church.

The stone collection includes 10th 
century Anglo-Saxon stone cross 
fragments, a Saxon font, Viking grave 
slabs, a 12th century child’s coffin and 
what is thought to be a 10th century 
pilgrimage footbath. There are some fine 
architectural pieces including Norman 
pillar bases and capitals, stone heads and 
window tracery.

The museum space now extends into a 
new second room. This space allows us 
to include displays about the old village 
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CBA North West Spring Conference

The 2017 Spring CBANW Conference 
will be held on 6th May at the Grosvenor 
Museum, Chester. The theme of the meeting 
is ‘Archaeology North West 2017’. Further 
details and tickets are now available on-
line via Eventbrite. A full programme 
and booking form are included with this 
Newsletter. 

Raising Horizons Exhibition May 20th 
to June 4th 2017 

Chester Archaeological Society is pleased 
to be a sponsor for this exhibition at 
Grosvenor Museum and Chester History 
and Heritage Centre which celebrates the 
forgotten  histories of female Archaeologists, 
Palaeontologists and Geologists . 

The exhibition brings together the 
“TrowelBlazers” a collaboration of female 
scientists and photographer Leonora 
Saunders to celebrate two centuries of 
hidden trowel-blazing history through 
captivating portraits. Fourteen portraits, 
posed by women working in the field 
today, depict an imagined moment in time 
from the life of a historical counterpart. 
Based on evidence including original 
photographs, memoirs, biographies and 
fieldwork diaries, the exhibition brings to 
life forgotten women from the past, whilst 
highlighting their continuing impact and 
legacy through their connections to today’s 
pioneers. 

The exhibition includes portrayals by 
Professor Cynthia Burek of the University 
of Chester. Archaeologists represented 
include Margaret Murray, Gertude Caton 
Thompson, Dorothy Garrod, Tessa Verney-
Wheeler, Kathleen Kenyon, Margaret 
Guido, Honor Frost and Jacquetta Hawkes. 
The history of Chester “Trowelblazers” 



of West Kirby, the old school and other items 
found in or around the parish of West Kirby. 
Two additional new display cases provide an 
opportunity for the Museum Research Group 
to mount temporary exhibitions. These are 
changed every few months. The Research 
Group is very active and meets once a week 
in St Bridget’s Centre.

Christine Longworth

50 Finds From Manchester and 
Merseyside – Objects from the Portable 
Antiquities Scheme by Vanessa Oakden

A unique way of understanding our heritage 
is through the objects lost by our ancestors 
in the past, rediscovered and subsequently 
recorded by the Portable Antiquities 
Scheme (PAS). The author has  chosen 50 
objects discovered by the public in Greater 
Manchester and Merseyside from over 6,176 
finds recorded on the PAS database. Many of 
the discoverers are metal detectorists who are 
often working in places not frequently visited 
by archaeologists, thus making an important 
contribution to understanding the material 
culture of our past.

The 96 page book is divided into two parts 
with finds from Greater Manchester and 
Liverpool arranged chronologically within 
each section. Each part is divided into 5 
historical periods, Prehistory (500,000 BC 
– AD 42), Roman (AD43 – 409), Early 
Medieval (AD 410 – 1066), Medieval (1066 – 
1539) and Post Medieval (1540 – 1900) with 
a Chapter dedicated to each. The context for 
each period is set with a brief description of 
some key sites which have yielded important 
finds. 

Each artefact is lavishly illustrated, often 
with more than one view of each object. 
The description includes the place and year 
of discovery and the reference is included 
if the reader wants further information via 
the PAS database at www.finds.org.uk. The 
descriptions are relatively brief but there 
is enough information to satisfy, both the 
enthusiast  and the casual reader. 
 
The broad selection of objects described 
keeps the reader interested. They range from 
the more interesting objects commonly found 
in museum cases throughout the country to 

the truly exotic e.g. the medieval Victoria 
Street brooch from Manchester, which is 
illustrated on the front cover of the book. 
Although there are several examples of 
coins, ranging from the single coin  to 
hoards, each find has a different story to tell. 
In conclusion, 50 Finds from Manchester 
and Merseyside is an excellent publication 
and should  appeal to anyone who has an 
interest in their heritage. 

The book is available online from 
Amberley publishing along with Vanessa’s 
first volume ‘50 Finds from Cheshire’ and 
volumes from other Finds Liaison Officers 
at  https://www.amberley-books.com/
catalogsearch/result/?q=50+finds. It is 
also on-line on Amazon.  In bookshops, 
it should be available in local branches 
of WHS (but not all), Waterstones in 
Liverpool One and Manchester Museum 
& Museum of Liverpool.

Dave Roberts
 
Community Excavation on Hilbre 2016

In summer of 2016 a community excavation 
took place on Hilbre island, funded in part 
by Wirral Borough Council’s Your Wirral 
fund, and in collaboration with the Friends 
of Hilbre. The work followed on from an 
excavation to create a pond in the Bird 
Observatory garden on Hilbre, in 2006-7, 
directed by the writer. The excavation 
revealed the remains of a structure defined 
by a series of post-holes cut into the top 
of the underlying bedrock, with stones 
packed around the original, now vanished, 
posts. In 2016, two new trenches were 
opened, one at each end of the 2006 trench, 
to examine the possible extension to the 
line of postholes.  

The provisional results from the excavation 
show the following archaeological 
sequence. Under the modern topsoil, was 
a deep deposit of windblown sand which 
included modern finds. This had buried a 
turf and old topsoil layer of compact dark-
grey soil which contained finds dating 
from the 16th – 19th centuries, including 
coal, window glass, and two very finely 
made Cistercian-type ware cup rims. This 
in turn lay above a weathered sandstone 
brash which was the weathered surface of 
bedrock. Within this deposit were a few 
small semi-circular areas of dark silty 
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sand associated with one or more stones set 
on edge. The spacing and alignment was 
regular supporting the interpretation as a 
row of post-holes, which aligned on those 
found in 2006. 

In the middle of the north trench there is a 
strong concentration of cobbles. These stones 
were probably collected from the beach and 
transported for use as building material. 
They seem to have been carefully selected 
for their size (8-15 cm) and rounded shape. 
At the west side of the area the stones are 
tightly packed between two larger cobbles 
before fanning out and becoming less 
concentrated at the east end.  This cobbled 
area lies precisely along the projected line 
of postholes and appears to have been laid 
to consolidate an area of ground that was 
subject to a lot of wear or trampling. The 
most likely interpretation is that the area 
formed the threshold to the building. 

So far we have not found any objects allowing 
us to date the building. The structure is earth-
fast so is unlikely to be later than the 14th 
century or so, and the slight curve evident 
in the post-hole alignment is reminiscent 
of Scandinavian-type houses. Our best 
estimate is currently that it belongs to the 
period between AD 400 and 1200. During 
the initial 2006 excavation, the contents 
of postholes were sieved in an attempt to 
find pieces of charred material suitable 
for radiocarbon dating. Unfortunately, no 
fragments were found so dating remained 
uncertain. 

Further test-pitting on the northern part of 
the island by Roy Forshaw as part of the 
same project has begun to investigate the 
remains of the salt-works which are known 
to have been present in the late 17th and 
early 18th century. 

Grateful thanks are due to Your Wirral fund, 
and Wirral Borough council for permission 
to excavate, Matt Thomas, the Friends of 
Hilbre and all the volunteers who did the 
hard work! A display in West Kirby Museum 
will present the results of the excavation, 
opening on 1 April.

Rob Philpott

Photogrammetry for the Archaeologist

With the increasing power of personal 
computers and the popularity of three 
dimensional computer games one benefit to 



the archaeologist is the  technology now exists 
to record a trench or structure quickly in three 
dimensions relatively cheaply.    There is still 
a place for the planning frame and permatrace 
sheet as observations, context numbers and 
find locations etc still have to be noted. The 
great advantage with photogrammetry is that 
the information for a three dimensional model 
can be collected in a matter of minutes.  

To use the Hilbre Island excavation as an 
example I was able to record the excavation 
each day by taking a series of photographs. 
On Hilbre this was at the end of the day once 
the trench had been cleaned and sometimes 
in the morning before the start if the ground 
had taken in any moisture highlighting any 
changes in the soil.  These photographs were 
then able to be processed post excavation 
creating a three dimensional model using 
specialist software.  There are a number of 
software products available starting from 
around £3,000 that can produce accurate 
scalable models from which measurements 
can be taken.  

I have used Photomodeller using a 
conventional digital SLR camera on a 
monopod.  This allows me to take photographs 
up to approximately 4m above ground level 
which in most cases provides a sufficient 
variation in angle to create a good model.   
Ideally a prime lens should be used as the 
lens needs to be calibrated by the software 
including focal length before a good model 
can be produced. 

I have been able to produce models of 
excavations and also buildings as an 
archaeological record.  I am fortunate to have 
access to a variety of ‘finds’ to test the system.  
The models are produced by comparing the 
unique pattern of pixels in each photograph 
and finding common reference to combine 
the photographs.  Therefore subjects with lots 

of texture will create a good model whilst 
those with no texture are less successful.  
Clay pots, unpainted timberwork, brickwork, 
metalwork with plenty of patina or corrosion 
and even Egyptian mummies and their coffin 
cases all come out well.  Subjects such as 
painted render buildings, alabaster or china 
ware or subjects with a smooth featureless 
surface are a bit of a challenge.  Sandy 
trenches or ones with sun bleached clays are 
also difficult to get suitable results.

I have been swapping data with Liverpool 
John Moores University General Engineering 
Research Institute who are currently 
benchmarking various photogrammetry 
software packages.  They are specialising in 
models created by drones using digital video  
as well as still cameras to capture the data.  
This recording can be done internally as well 
as externally and is currently being used to 
record the Williamson Tunnels network 
in Liverpool.  The advantage over laser 
scanning is that the final model produces 
photo quality results whereas LiDAR, 
with all but the most expensive equipment, 
generates a monotone model.  The main 
disadvantage of using photogrammetry is 
that it relies on reflected light and therefore 
artificial lighting is required in dark locations 
which in the case of the Tunnels survey took 
considerable time to set-up.  

Using computer gaming development 
software it is now possible to create an 
“archaeology game” where a person can 
navigate through a model as if the player 
was on site.  Through the DigiArt project 
JMU are developing the technology  further.   
Using an infrared scanner that reads a 
person’s hand movement it is possible to 
pick up a scanned object in virtual reality 
and view it from all angles by moving 
the hand.  This could be used as part of a 
museum exhibition or even in a virtual 
museum on line.

Roy Forshaw 

A lead alloy Roman brooch from 
Cheshire

This interesting find was discovered in 
the parish of Pickmere in Cheshire East 
by a metal detectorist and was brought 
to the Portable Antiquities Scheme for 
recording. The fragment is a lead alloy 
trumpet brooch of Roman date. Only 
the centre of the bow survives which is 
decorated with a petalled oval waste 
moulding (acanthus button). The moulding 
has four petals above and below the 
central horizontal ridge. Above and below 
the waste moulding are three horizontal 
moulded ridges. The upper bow extends 
16mm above the centre of the moulding 
while the leg of the brooch also descends 
16mm below the moulding.

On the rear of the leg, a central ridge runs 
down from the horizontal moulded ridges, 
this is probably the top of the catchplate. 
The object has a light brownish cream 
patina and was broken or cut during 
antiquity. The termination of the object 
16mm above and below the central point 
suggests that it may have been deliberately 
cut.

Currently there are over 3,000 Roman 
brooches classified as trumpet brooches 
recorded on the PAS database and a total 
of 25,542 Roman brooches of various 
types. Of these 25,542 only 10 brooches 
have been identified as being made of 
lead alloy. 

A similar example which has been 
recorded on the PAS database is SWYOR-
E383C6 which states: This is the first 
Trumpet brooch made of lead recorded 
on the PAS database and there are only 5 
other examples of lead Roman brooches. 
These are: NMS-006CB8, NCL-287030, 
WMID865, HESH-8D3853 and possibly 
SWYOR-6F0D36. There are several other 
published examples which are examined 
briefly in a short note by Angie Bolton 
in the PAS Midlands Region Newsletter 
4 - Spring 2006. Currently these are 

3 | CBA News NW Spring 2017

Model of trench 2 excavated on Hilbre 
Island, West Kirby, Wirral.

JMU drone survey at Aigai, Greece.



interpreted as lead patterns for making 
moulds and may be evidence of brooch 
manufacture. Trumpet brooches in copper 
alloy are normally dated from 75 to 175.

Vanessa Oakden
PAS Finds Liaison Officer (Cheshire, 
Greater Manchester & Merseyside)

Outfaced by your pot? 

Are you wondering what to do with all that 
Stuff in your garage/shed/cellar/attic/site 
(tick all that apply) or think you may have 
found a pottery production site? You are not 
alone and help is at hand. The CBA NW’s 
excellent autumn conference & study day 
on ceramics has probably encouraged you 
to do something about it. Here are some 
useful sources of information and ways to 
get involved further. 

There are three study groups for pottery in 
the UK, covering all periods from prehistory 
onwards. They bring together people 
who share an interest in archaeological 
pottery, regardless of whether or not 
they are employed as archaeologists or 
pottery specialists. They provide contacts, 
information, events and publications. Want 
to find out more about experimental pottery 
production, join a local interest group or see 
photographs of comparative material? Try 
these websites: 
The Prehistoric Ceramics Research Group 
(PCRG) http://www.pcrg.org.uk/  The Study 
Group for Roman Pottery (SGRP)  http://
romanpotterystudy.org/  and the Medieval 
Pottery Research Group (MPRG) http://
www.medievalpottery.org.uk/ (post-Roman 
through to  19th century, plus some other 
types of ceramics). In addition, there is the 
British Brick Society which can be found at
http://britishbricksoc.co.uk/ .

The three pottery research groups have 
worked together to publish (2016) a joint 
set of standards for work on archaeological 
pottery in pdf. format at: 
http://romanpotterystudy.org/new/wp-
content/uploads/2016/06/Standard_for_
Pottery_Studies_in_Archaeology.pdf .  
This covers work from the initial project 
planning stages through to the tricky 
question of how to archive the material and 
the data. 

The joint standard was funded by Historic 
England, who  produce a range of free 
and well-illustrated guidance including 

Archaeological and Historical Pottery 
Production Sites (2015) https://
historicengland.org.uk/images-books/
publications/archaeological-and-historic-
pottery-production-sites/ ; Science for 
Historic Industries: Guidelines for the 
Investigation of 17th- to 19th-century 
Industries (2006) (still available but 
currently being updated);  and guidance 
for Glass manufacture: Archaeological 
Evidence for Glassworking. Guidance for 
Best Practice  (2011). Both can be found 
at https://historicengland.org.uk/images-
books/publications/ .

Coming soon in 2017- guidance on the 
investigation of organic residues, which 
can sometimes be found adsorbed onto 
surfaces (often as burnt encrustations: 
can be useful as samples for radiocarbon 
dating) or absorbed into the fabric of 
pottery. Organic residues in and on pottery 
often relate to cooking and storage.  

So- now you can get started on those 
umpteen boxes of pot in your attic!

Sue Stallibrass

Manchester Young Archaeology Club

We have had a variety of activities since 
Autumn 2016. During the latter part of the 
year we continued to look at the Vikings, 
considering pastimes once the winter 
had stopped raiding and trading (Lewis 
Chessmen and sagas) and then Viking 
ships. We even managed a vegetarian 
Viking feast in December, though the 
children greatly preferred the unhistoric 
Danish pastries to more authentic Icelandic 
cheese.

In 2017, we turned our attention to the 
Ancient Greeks, (though we intend to 
include their great enemies, the Persians). 
We haven’t had an Ancient Mediterranean 
topic for some time, and after all the 
freezing cold of the Viking North, we 
need a bit of sun on our backs. Besides, 
the Manchester Museum has a lot of 
magnificent Ancient Greek artefacts for 
the children to look at, and even handle. 
We have had a general introduction 
(including visiting the Museum stores), 
considered daily life and the Greeks and 
the Sea. The latter included sitting in the 
mock-up of part of a trireme that is in the 
Museum’s Discovery Centre, and agreeing 
that the bottom row of a Trireme was not 
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CBA North West publishes two newsletters 
each year, in the spring and autumn. 
Contributions are invited from Cheshire, 
Greater Manchester, Lancashire and 
Merseyside on all aspects of archaeology 
in the North West.  If you wish to 
contribute information that you feel would 
be of interest to members of CBANW, 
please contact the Newsletter Editor: 

Dave Roberts
Tel: 0151 427 2980.
e-mail: drandpr@blueyonder.co.uk

Please note that contributions may have to 
be edited.

Disclaimer: Any views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to this Newsletter are solely 
those of the author and do not necessarily 
represent those of CBANW.

as pleasant as it might be cracked up to be.
We shall be continuing our Ancient Greek 
theme for the rest of the year, although if 
opportunities come up for us to get out 
and dig, we shall be there. Our coach trip, 
however, will not be very archaeological, 
as there is a demand that we visit the Royal 
Armouries in Leeds. However, I hope we 
can meet a hoplite.

Clare Pye

An array of Viking ships, November 2016 


