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CHESHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY DAY 2014 FEEDBACK FORM 

CHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY COMMENTS 

 

1 Is this your first time at Cheshire Archaeology Day? 

 

 Yes/No  If no, how many times have you attended? 

 No   Attendance by CAS Members is on a private basis and varies 

from year to year depending on their availability and their 

interest in the programme. 

 

2 What do you like most about Archaeology Day (rank in order of preference)  

  

 Members will have their own views, but a consensus would probably be: 

1 Talks 

2 ?Archaeological finds displays 

 3 ?Society displays (level of interest will vary depending on nature of display) 

4 Handouts (depends on nature) 

 

Note: this list excludes specialist bookstalls, which seem to do a good trade, whether 

run by societies or professional booksellers. Many of their items are otherwise only 

available online; they cannot be browsed locally. 

 

3 Do you think that Archaeology Day should continue? 

 

Yes/No  Please give your reasons: 

Yes  Cheshire Archaeology Day is the only event of its type in the 

county and brings to public notice work and discoveries 

(especially made through commercial archaeology) that 

otherwise people would not know about. 

 

4 Do you think that we should change the current format of Archaeology Day? 

 

 Yes/No  If yes, can you suggest how? 

 Not sure  The high attendance over many years suggests customer 

satisfaction. A more themed approach to meetings is tempting, 

but may discourage rather than encourage attendance. 

 

5 What other activities would you like provided at Archaeology Day? 

 

 Show archaeological DVDs No Demonstrate ancient skills No  

 Living history displays  No Other -  

 

 It would be interesting to see what archaeological DVDs were available (and possibly 

purchase them), but all the other alternatives suggested are available at other events. 

Hearing at first hand about current/recent projects and research is Cheshire 

Archaeology Day’s USP. 

 

6 How would you like to be contacted in the future? 

 

Post/Email  Email obviously offers benefits to all organisations and their 

clients the possibility of speedy, cheap and frequent 

communication. However, CAS only holds email addresses for a 
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minority of its members, and it is difficult to ensure that these 

are up to date. By not ‘tweeting’ important archaeological discoveries, 

CWaC is missing an important opportunity to promote its historic 

environment. 

 

7 Do you have any other comments on Archaeology Day? 

 

No 

 

8 Which other local authority archaeology service have you used in the past 3 

years? 
 

Cheshire   Yes Public access  Yes Consulting the  ? 

Archaeology website  database (Revealing  Historic  

      Cheshire’s Past)  Environment 

         in person 

 

Note: it is regrettable that this list does not include the Historic Environment Team and 

the Keeper of Archaeology at the Grosvenor Museum. 

 

9 What services do you think we should continue to provide in the future (please 

tick all that apply) 

 

 Providing   Yes Keeping data on Yes Providing advice Yes* 

 archaeological advice   archaeological sites on maintaining  

 on planning   (Historic Environment  heritage assets 

  applications  Record)       

  

 Community events Yes Project work, eg  Yes**  

 Eg Archaeology Day,  Habitats and Hillforts 

 fieldwork opportunities ? 

  

 *Is this not the task of the Historic Environment Team? 

 **  Possibly through a third party  

 

10 What additional services do you think we should to provide? 

 

More joined-up working between APAS and HET, which should be the professional 

historic environment champions throughout Cheshire and provide a coordinating 

organisation for community groups such as CAS, in the same way as the Record Office 

does through CLHA. Since 2009 CWaC has invested admirably in restoring, 

maintaining and interpreting monuments in Chester, but this has been done using the 

accumulated local knowledge of staff whose numbers have been cut ruthlessly, ie it is a 

non-repeatable exercise; important excavations remain unpublished; there are no high-

profile research directions; the capacity to engage with the community groups has been 

cut; and even developer-funded excavations receive less publicity than their results 

merit. Cheshire’s historic environment is seriously under-valued, under-exploited and 

under-sold, but to remedy this will require partnership working, in which the Council(s) 

need to take lead. Such changes would be in accord with para 8.44 of the CWaC Local 

Plan Publication Draft: ‘valuing and promoting West Cheshire’s unique and diverse 

natural and built environments and supporting the development of rich cultural 

opportunities’ (our italics). 
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11a Do you have a preference for who should provide these current and any 

  additional services? 

 

 Local Council  National Private sector 

(Cheshire West and  organisations, eg organisations 

Chester and Cheshire   English Heritage     

East Councils      

  

 Local community   Partnerships of some Yes 

groups   or all of the above 

 

 Note: Q 9 lists numerous, different services and it is a priori likely that a range of 

providers will be appropriate. Q 11a does not permit a nuanced answer, but in general 

we should like to see the lead being taken by the relevant councils in partnership with 

community groups and using private sector technical expertise where appropriate (see 

10 above). There is a regrettable modern tendency for national organisations to take 

over the functions of local or regional ones, contrary to the spirit of ‘localism’. 

Consequently we consider that English Heritage (which itself is poorly staffed) should 

concern itself with standard-setting and coordination, and only intervene when local 

organisations are failing. We also consider that the History & Archaeology department 

of Chester University should also be on your list of possible providers/partners. 

 

12 What is your age group? 

 

We do not have precise, readily available information on the age of our members. 

However, there is certainly a bias to 50+. 

 

13 What is your sex? 

The Society has a good balance of male and female members.    

  

 

Dr P Carrington FSA 
 
For Chester Archaeological Society www.chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk 

 
15 May 2014 

 
  
 

 

 

 

http://www.chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/

