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CHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY  

 
COMMENTS ON REVISED PROPOSALS FOR STUDENT ACCOMMODATION ON 
LINENHALL CAR PARK SITE, CHESTER (APPLICATION 13/03210/FUL) 

 
 

1.0 The Principle of Student Accommodation on the Site 

  

1.1 This development should only be permitted in the context of a clear and realistic 

Council policy on student accommodation in the city that enjoys the support of the 

University and residents. Such a policy needs to take into account behavioural as well 

as spatial and functional factors. 

. 

2.0 Design 

 

2.1 We welcome the fact that the developers and architects have responded positively to 

comments on the previous iteration of the design, especially with regard to the height 

of the St Martins Way façade. However, the standards to be met by this scheme (and 

indeed, any other) in a Conservation Area are very high, eg: 

 

2.1.1 National Planning Policy Framework  para 57: ‘It is important to plan positively for the 

achievement of high quality and inclusive design for all development, including 

individual buildings, public and private spaces and wider area development schemes’. 

 

2.1.2 Op cit para 64: ‘Permission should be refused for development of poor design that 

fails to take the opportunities available for improving the character and quality of an 

area and the way it functions’. 

 

2.1.3  Op cit para 137: ‘Local planning authorities should look for opportunities for new 

development within Conservation Areas and World Heritage Sites and within the 

setting of heritage assets to enhance or better reveal their significance. Proposals 

that preserve those elements of the setting that make a positive contribution to or 

better reveal the significance of the asset should be treated favourably’. 

 

2.1.4  Again, saved policy ENV 37 of the Chester District Local Plan: ‘Development in 

conservation areas or affecting the setting of such an area will only be permitted 

 where it will preserve or enhance its character or appearance’. 

 

2.2 The small-scale drawings of the revised proposals so far available do not easily 

permit an informed judgement as to whether the scheme reaches the required 

standard. We consider that the quality of detailing, eg of window frames, steps and 

handrails, of the entrance to the car park from Stanley Street, and of the treatment of 

the courtyard areas, will be crucial to success. Larger-scale drawings and coloured 

illustrations (including close-up 3-D) are therefore required. Measured public 

comments such as those of Clare and Richard Halstead (11 November) should be 

given serious consideration. It is not our wish to be prescriptive, merely to indicate the 

sort of factors that should be looked at. 

 

 

 

 

 



CAS_PlanConsult13_LinenhallStudentAccommodation_PC_SupplementaryComments_V01_11-11-13 

2 

3.0 Archaeology 

 

3.1 We note and support the comments of the Archaeological Planning Officer (31 

October).  

 

P Carrington 

For Chester Archaeological Society 

 

11 November 2013 

 
The Chester Archaeological Society was founded in 1849. Its geographical scope has always extended beyond 

Chester to Cheshire and North Wales, and from its inception it has campaigned not only for the proper care of 

archives, archaeology and historic buildings but for high-quality architectural design. See http://www.chester 

archaeolsoc.org.uk/about.html 
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