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CHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
 
COMMENTS ON LAND AT PREMIER HOUSE CHARTERHALL DRIVE CHESTER  
(CHESTER BUSINESS QUARTER) (APPLICATION 12/04895/FUL) 
 
1.0 The Society has consistently supported the principle of the creation of the Central 

Business Quarter, with the restoration of a coherent pattern of development over what 
is currently a ‘shatter zone', and continues to support this aspiration. However, we have 
two objections two the present application. 

 
2.0 Although we think that the design of the first proposed office block has some merits, in 

our view it is simply too large in relation to adjacent buildings, to which it is necessarily 
in very close proximity, both the houses in the Princes Avenue area (‘The Royals’), 
judged ‘Positive environment’ in the Chester Characterisation Study Station Gateway 
volume, page 24 – ‘a good consistent example of planned lower middle class 
Victorian/Edwardian housing’ - and in relation to the Grade II* railway station. Indeed, 
we judge it almost as unsympathetic to the station as the multi-storey car park recently 
proposed at the western end of the station. 

 
3.0 In addition, the Chester Central Development Framework (August 2010), page 65 

proposed a consistent street grid in the area that was consistent with the line of Queens 
Avenue and Princes Avenue on the one side and Hoole Lane on the other, with clearly 
defined green squares. Under the latest proposals, the grain of streets is well on the 
way to disappearing, for no apparent reason, and the green squares have largely 
vanished. 

�

4.0 We support and echo the views of the Conservation Area Advisory Panel at their 
meeting on 4 September 2012: 

 
'The Panel was curious to know how decisions on height, footprint and layout had been 
informed, and were generally of the view that the scheme might be improved having 
buildings of different heights .... Consideration of scale and massing were thought 
particularly critical in relation of impacts on the Shot Tower, canalside and Queen Hotel 
. ... There was concern over the limited number of open spaces within the business 
quarter proper and it was thought the scheme would benefit from a more clearly defined 
hierarchy of spaces to include a larger distribution space near to the canal'. 

 
5.0 Specifically, we consider that the proposed buildings contravene the preserved Chester 

City Council Local Plan Policy ENV 2 'New development will be permitted provided that 
it is designed to respect its surroundings and contribute positively to the character of 
the area, having particular regard to the prevailing layout, urban grain, landscape, 
density and mix of uses, scale and height, massing, appearance and materials'. This 
need for consideration of scale and massing has been repeated in the Interim 
Sustainability Report on the CWaC Local Plan Preferred Policy Directions. 

 
6.0 We therefore ask that the promoters be asked to reconsider their designs to bring them 

into accordance with local policies. 
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