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There has been significant activity 
over the summer season, with desk 
based research and finds analysis 
planned for the wet and windy 
season to come. 

Over 40 members have participated 
in fieldwork and related activities, 
with Geophysical surveying in May, 
a four day dig of test pits in June, 
and a twelve day dig in August.  In 
addition there have been sessions 
in the records office, reading and 
photographing documents from the 
Eaton archives, and meetings with 
Chester and Liverpool Universities 
concerning Sonar, Lidar and GIS.  

It was also a pleasure to be able to 
encourage a new generation of 
Archaeologists when the History 

Detectives group from the 
Grosvenor Museum visited the site 
in May, and participated in site 
tours, excavation, finds washing 
and identification. 

Our activities this year have been 
focussed on the old trackway 
running from the modern Eaton 
Road down to the River Dee, but 
blocked off at the turn of the last 
century when the present church 
was built.   

Excavations found the rock cut 
trackway, with post medieval 
pottery indicating re-surfacing with 
several feet of clay and sand, 
during the last 200 years.  Roman 
Deposits and a cobbled surface on 
the ground above the trackway on 

the route of Watling street indicated 
by Lidar and Cheshire Historical 
Environment Record (CHER), 
suggest that the trackway is post 
Roman and cut through the original 
Roman Road.  It was possibly 
created as a route to the river for 
heavy goods such as timber. 

On the outside edge of the Curvilinear 
Graveyard we found a medieval 
fish pattern floor tile, presumably 
from an earlier church on the site.  
More medieval pottery was found in 
the paddock, above the 18

th
 C 

house which we excavated, but the 
finds were not stratified and may 
relate to recent (19

th
 C) landscaping 

when the village was re-built in its 
current more picturesque style. 

We are grateful for the continuing 
support of His Grace the Duke of 
Westminster, and the community of 
Eccleston.  Our attendance at the 
Village Fayre in July, and the Dig 
open day on August Bank Holiday 
attracted over 50 visitors, and we 
have been offered the opportunity 
for further excavation sites in 2015.  
We also plan to undertake a 
detailed SONAR survey of the river 
in the vicinity of Eccleston, to 
complement the surveys we under-
took at Heronbridge and as part of 
our plan to better understand the 
relationship between the Dee and 
Eccleston when it was fully tidal, 
before the Norman Weir was built. 

Niall MacFadyen   

A Message to Society Members: 

If any of your contact details(home address,e-mail address,phone number) have changed,please advise  
Ian Candlin, Membership Secretary, by phone (01244.332353) or by e-mail:ian.candlin@rexam.com  
An updated e-mail address list is being prepared so it is especially important that the Society possesses the  
correct details 

Eccleston Project: Progress in 2014 

Josh Dean, Irene Milhench and Phil Miles  

mailto:ian.candlin@rexam.com


There were a variety of excursions 
during 2014, from Bronze Age 
mines and Iron Age hillforts to the 
modern age at the Hardmans’ 
House in Liverpool.  

The first visit took place in March, 
when the Society was invited to the 
Big Heritage Pop Up Museum 
Exhibition called ‘Wirral Through 
The Ages’ in Birkenhead.  This 
innovative museum brought local 
history right into the heart of the 
local community, and CAS mem-
bers were given an excellent tour by 
Dean Paton, founder of Big Heritage. 

Roy Coppack organised a visit in 
May to the Hardmans’ House, the 
home of prominent portrait photo-
grapher Edward Hardman and his 
wife.  This gave an excellent oppor-
tunity to visit a fascinating National 
Trust property, where the Hardmans’ 
studio has been conserved as it 
was left in the 1950s.    

In June, CAS members went by 
coach on an exploration of two 
archaeologically important copper 
mining sites of ancient origin in 
north Wales. Mynydd Parys, near 
Amlwch in Anglesey, and the Great 

Orme Mines were highly significant 
in the trade and cultural life of our 
region from the Bronze Age to 
the early 20

th
 century. Participants 

enjoyed a tour in sunshine of both 
mine locations with experts Dr 
David Jenkins and CAS secretary 
Alan Williams, and gained valuable 
insights into the lives and experi-
ences of past people from these 
fascinating archaeological sites. 

The most recent visit was to current 
excavations on Iron Age hillforts in 
North Wales, Moel-y-Gaer and Pen-
y-Cloddiau.  Fifteen CAS members 
were taken around Pen-y-Cloddiau 
by the University of Liverpool’s Dr 
Rachel Pope, and at Moel-y-Gaer 
by Oxford University’s Prof Gary 
Lock, both of whom are leading hill-
fort experts.  It was a fascinating 
visit; both site directors taking a lot 
of time to show us around and were 
more than happy to give CAS 
members important insights into 
these fascinating sites. 

We are now looking to organise 
excursions for 2015, and would 
welcome any suggestions of places 
to visit.  

Please email Lorrae Campbell at: 
lorrae.campbell@btinternet.com 
with ideas.  

By the time that members read this note, they should 
not have long to wait before they receive their copies 
of volume 84 of our Journal. We hope that they will 
find the contents varied and interesting, and will like 
the addition of sections on fieldwork and on finds 
reported to the Portable Antiquities Scheme from the 
county, complete with colour illustrations. 

Articles are already being assembled for volume 
85 (against a deadline of end of December 2014), 
hopefully to be published in autumn 2015. 

To help potential contributors and speed up the 
editorial process, our Notes for Contributors have 
been made more comprehensive; they are available 
on the Society’s website. 

Progress on digitising back copies of the Journal  has 
been slower than hoped, with a number of false starts; 
consequently it will not be complete by the end of 
2014 as originally hoped. However, our new Council 
member Garry Duckers has now offered to help and 

we hope that the winter will see much of the work 
done. 

Later Pre-Roman Iron Age copper alloy strap fitting 
from Delamere. © National Museums Liverpool 

Peter Carrington 

The Journal 

Society Summer Excursions 2014 
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As readers may be aware, downsizing 
of our library has been in progress 
since 2010, and it has now been 
reduced from over 10,000 items to 
approximately 2,500, in accordance with 
a clear acquisition and retention 
policy.  Over the past few months 
the results of this work have started 
to become visible. 

As foreseen in our last newsletter, 
numerous items have been 
provisionally transferred to the 
Cheshire Record Office, where they 
will be assessed this autumn for 
retention.  In addition, our holdings 
of journals (now just under 1600 
volumes) have been rationalised so 
that they can all be accommodated 

in Chester University’s Seaborne 
Library, where they are available for 
consultation.  Finally, over 300 items 
were sent for auction, although 
some did not sell and the proceeds 
were modest. 

Crucially, the remaining items that 
we want to keep were moved in 
July from their former home in an 
industrial storage unit at the CWaC 
depot at Bumpers Lane to the 
Cheshire Libraries Reserve Store at 
Hartford Way – only a few hundred 
metres away in distance but a whole 
world in conditions. 

Nevertheless, work remains to be 
done.  About twenty five boxes of 
pamphlets remain to be sorted, and 

all our remaining holdings have still 
to be properly entered on an acces-
sible catalogue.  Nevertheless, for 
the moment the pressure is off and 
the work can be done in civilised 
conditions. 

It is a pleasure to thank Alice Bray 
for dealing with the auctioneers and 
providing temporary accommodation for 
library items; Alice Bray again, Ian 
Candlin, Joyce Carrington and 
Hilary Lidbury for helping with 
the move to Hartford Way, and to 
Steve Clarke and Hilary Lidbury for 
offering to help with the cataloguing. 

Peter Carrington 

 

The Library: The ‘Beginning of the End’ of the Review? 

Cheshire Libraries Reserve Store (left) 

and 

Bumpers Lane (above) 

In addition to the annual inflow of the journals that we receive on an exchange basis, there are three accessions 
to report: 

S Timberlake & A J N W Prag. The archaeology of  

Alderley Edge. Oxford: Hedges. (BAR 396), 2005 

V Greatorex & M Headon. Field-names in Cheshire, Shropshire and North East Wales: recent work by members 
of the Chester Society for Landscape History. Marlston Books, 2014. (Review copy).  
Available from Chester Society for Landscape History, 2 Oxwich Road, Mochdre, Colwyn Bay LL28 5AG. £5 
plus 1.50 p&p. 

G White. On Chester on: a history of Chester college and the university of Chester. Chester:  
University of Chester Press, 2014. (Review copy). £14.99 

The last two items will be reviewed in the next issue of our Journal. 



The Chester Antiquary is 
published twice a year,  

in Spring and Autumn.    

We welcome letters and  

articles from members.  

Contributions for the next 
newsletter should be with 

the newsletter editor  
Carolyne Kershaw no later 

than 28th February 2015. 

Society Contact  
Information 

 

Library 

Members are welcome to access  
the Society’s library at Chester 

History and Heritage (general books) 
and Chester University (journals) 

 

Lecture Programme Preview 
An exciting selection of lectures has been put together by the sub-
committee for this season and members should have received the lec-
ture card by now with all the dates and times.  They stretch in time from 
the Neanderthals in Britain to the Shakespearian theatres of Tudor time. 

 Rebecca Scott from the British Museum will explore the evidence 
for Neanderthals in the Channel valley when it was a large river 
valley.   

 Barry Taylor from the University of Chester will explore the post 
glacial occupation of Britain at Star Carr in Mesolithic times.  

 The annual memorial lecture for Chester’s pioneering archaeolo-
gist Robert Newstead (1878-1917) will be given by prominent pre-
historian Alison Sheridan from National Museums Scotland on  
Bronze Age power dressing.  

 Rachel Pope will be talking about Iron Age hillforts and the Pen-y-
Cloddiau excavations which follows on from the Society’s field trip 
visit last July.  

 Peter Guest will bring the exciting new discoveries of a Roman 
complex next to Caerleon to life.  

 The latest research on Vikings in the north-west will be described 
by David Griffiths from the University of Oxford, who will be 
launching a book on the same topic.  

 Author Julian Bowsher from the Museum of London will evoke the 
Tudor archaeology of the theatres in London that performed 
Shakespeare’s plays. 

 All in all it will be a fascinating cross period mix from the most talented 
archaeologists in the country.  

Alan Williams 

Internet 

www.chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk 
 
 

You can also follow the society  
via social media:  

 
on facebook 

 
on twitter 

Chair:  
Mr Dan Garner 
bronzeagehillforts@gmail.com 

Honorary Secretary:  
Mr Alan Williams 
20 The Yonne, City Walls Road, 
Chester, CH1 2NH 
01244 310563 
williamsra@btinternet.com 

Honorary Treasurer and  
Membership Secretary: 
Mr Ian Candlin 
ian.candlin@rexam.com 

Fieldwork co-ordinator:  
macfadyenfamily@sky.com 

Honorary Journal Editor: 
Vacant 

Honorary Newsletter Editor: 
carolyne.cas@live.co.uk 

 

 

Consultations 

Since the last newsletter we have responded to five consultations:  

 on the future of Cheshire Archaeology Day (which actually 
raised questions on the future of council-run archaeological  

 services in Cheshire) 
 on detailed policies to be included in part two of the CWaC Local 

Plan 
 on the possible relocation of Cheshire Record Office 
 on the Chester theatre development 
 on the future of the Archaeological Planning Advisory Service and 

the CWaC Historic Environment Team (in preparation at the time 
of writing).  

You can read the responses on the Conservation page of our website. 

Historic environment and conservation services in Cheshire are being 
pared to the bone through early retirements and redundancy – all taking 
the place well ‘under the radar’ of public scrutiny. We have no doubts 
about the dedication and ability of the remaining staff, but their expertise 
is being spread very thinly and losses to the historic environment must 
be expected. 

We often appeal to members, through Facebook, Twitter and direct 
emails to let us know of any potential losses that they become aware 
of, especially outside of Chester. (Unfortunately the timescale of the 
planning system, not to mention postal costs, does not allow the use of 
‘snail mail’). It is becoming ever more important for members around the 
county to act as our eyes and ears to let us know what is going on. 

Peter Carrington 


