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As anticipated in our last Newsletter, we now have a 
signed agreement with the Grosvenor Museum to take 
our collection of topographical prints and a handful of 
archaeological drawings; this amounts to over 950 
items.   

We have completed the documentation necessary on 
our side, and they are being handed over in batches as 
accessioning by museum staff proceeds.  Similarly we 
have now transferred over 850 items in all to Chester 
Cathedral Library, and only a handful still remain.  
About thirty small boxes of pamphlets and off-prints 
have still to be worked through, properly recorded 
and their fate decided.  We expect to finish this task by 
late autumn.  The next major task 
is to start disposing of the books 
earmarked for sale - currently 
over 460 items.  We are grateful 
to our members Alice Bray and 
Anna Johnson for offering to help 
with this task, by sorting the items 
into categories and contacting 
second-hand booksellers. 

There is now some urgency to 
complete all this work, as we may 
be forced to vacate our premises 
at the Council depot at Bumpers 
Lane next Summer to permit re-
development of the site. By that 
time, therefore, we need to have 
reduced our holdings to the core 
that we want to retain and to have 
found them a new home. 

Over the summer there have also been some changes 
regarding the journals that we deposit in Chester 
University Library.  That library, too, is short of space, 
and unfortunately this has led to some of our journals 
now being held in a closed store, from which staff will 
collect them on request; it is clear which ones are 
affected from the catalogue.  This is obviously frustrating, 
but members should remember that, while in the library 
they can consult the archaeological journals and books 
that the University itself takes. 

Peter Carrington 

Society Lecture; Saturday 7 December 2013 at 2.30 pm, Grosvenor Museum  
Lecture Theatre by Richard Buckley (Director, University of Leicester Archaeo-
logical Services)  
We expect this lecture to be very popular and are therefore initially reserving all 
seats for members, who may, however, also introduce one guest (non-member) 
each.  
To book seats, please contact Alan Williams (alan.williams844@o2.co.uk; 01244 
310563) by 23 November, but hurry, places are filling up rapidly !  
After 23 November, any remaining seats will be available to other non-members. 
As usual, admission for members is free, £4 for all non-members (including 
guests of members). 

Greyfriars, Leicester and the Search for Richard III 

The Society’s Library: The End of the Beginning … 

At long last we can start to feel that we are making some progress in rationalising our library.   

mailto:alan.williams844@o2.co.uk


 

Distant Voices: from Iceland to Viking Wirral 

This new exhibition at Chester’s Grosvenor Museum celebrates  
the paintings and poetry of Wirral artist Sylvia Hikins.   

Sylvia Hikins is a poet, painter and music-maker.  She lives in  
West Kirby on the Wirral, and has worked in further and higher  
education, and in health, broadcasting, writing, painting and politics. 

Sylvia Hikins first visited Iceland in autumn 2009 and was inspired by the  
extraordinary landscape.  Part of the fascination is the tangible links with  
Viking Wirral.  The exhibition runs until 3 November. 

The exhibition also includes 10th century Viking artefacts from the  
Grosvenor Museum’s collection, including coins, jewellery  

and grave goods from Meols and Chester.  

Left: Basalt and Melting Ice 
Opposite: Falling in love (with the landscape)   

By Sylvia Hikins 

The last few months have been dominated by four 
issues: the student ‘village’ (again!), a proposal to 
build student accommodation on the Linenhall 
Stables site, the Cathedral Masterplan, and the 

emerging Local Plan. 

Last January the application to build a ‘student village’ 
combined with a Redgrave sports institute on Green 
Belt land between Blacon and Mollington was rejected 
by the Council, but only by a narrow margin, and has 
been resubmitted.  We have opposed the application 
both times, on the grounds that the ‘very special 
circumstances’ needed to breach the Green Belt have 
not been demonstrated and that almost as many 
students can be accommodated quite sustainably on 
vacant ‘brownfield’ sites in Chester city centre.   

One of these sites is the Linenhall Stables (on the 
western side of St Martins Way, opposite the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel). This has been used as a car park for 
a number of years but it is now proposed to build 
accommodation for 500 students there.  Further work 
needs to be done on the foundation design of the 
proposed building to minimise damage to the un-
derlying archaeological remains (the Linenhall itself, 
the Franciscan friary and the Roman extramural baths).  
Again, although the design of the building is considera-
bly better than a previous one that received permission, 
the St Martins Way frontage is too tall. 

All applications to build student accommodation in 
Chester are bedevilled by a number of factors:  

 ill-feeling that has grown up among residents 
over a number of years as Chester University has 
expanded and many of their students have lodged in 
converted family houses (Houses in Multiple  
Occupation);  

 inconsistent figures about student numbers and 
trends;  

 and the failure of the Council and the University to 
work closely together, and with residents, to devise 
a comprehensive policy to address the problems.  
Consequently the Council is now having to make 
decisions on planning applications in a vacuum, with 
all the dangers that that entails. 

Recently Chester Cathedral consulted on a 
‘masterplan’ that would involve building on parts of 
Abbey Green and Deanery Field, laying a new road 
from Northgate Street across the ‘Quarry’ to join up 
with Abbey Street, and demolishing the Kaleyard Gate 
in the City Walls to allow vehicle traffic.  The purpose, 
of course, it to secure greater income to spend on the 
Cathedral itself.  The Cathedral Quarter contains one of 
the greatest concentrations of statutorily protected 
buildings and monuments in the city, and we have 
protested strongly against the damage that these 
proposals would do. We understand that the Ca-
thedral’s architects are currently reconsidering their 
ideas. 

Finally the CWaC Local Plan will soon be available for 
the final round of public consultation before it goes to 
central government for examination.  Provisionally we 
consider that the sections on historic environment and 
urban design are weaker than the National Planning 
Policy Framework would allow them to be, and that the 
proposed policy on out-of-town shopping centres is 
unlikely to be effective.  We are also unconvinced by 
the need to release Green Belt land on the western 
side of Wrexham Road for house-building.  We would 
welcome comments from members on the plan – 
especially from those who live outside Chester. 

For more information on all these topics,  
see the Conservation page of our website:  

www.chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/conservation.html 

Peter Carrington  

Development: The Next Six Months Will Be Crucial 

http://www.chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk/conservation.html


The third and final excursion of 2013 was also the last 
to be organised for the Society by Prue Wendt who 
stood down this year as Excursions Secretary after 
many years service to the Society.  Blessed by fine 
weather we set off to Staffordshire to visit two medieval 
monuments which had once been important regional 
and national centres of power.  Our first stop was 
Tutbury Castle established as a Norman motte and 
bailey  by Hugh d’Avranches at the Norman Conquest.  
In the 1260s the castle was seized from the de Ferrers 
family by the Crown becoming part of the estate of the 
Duchy of Lancaster and home at one point to John of 
Gaunt; it is still in Royal ownership today.  

Largely demolished during and immediately after the 
Civil War little remains of what was once an impressive 
hilltop fortress with far reaching views over the River 
Dove and the surrounding landscape; however our 
guide, the custodian Lesley Smith, brought the castle’s 
history and the lives of those once associated with it 
vividly to life, most particularly that of Mary Queen of 
Scots.  The unfortunate Scottish queen was housed in 
miserable conditions at the castle at various times 
during her long detention in England.  

Lesley’s passion for the castle was evident and her 
determination to both promote the site and present an 
accurate picture of its past led to her persuading the 
British Museum to collaborate in a research project, 
with excavations directed by Dr Gareth Williams in 
partnership with the University of Birmingham, one of 
the results of which is a recent BAR publication, a 
copy of which she presented to the Society.  After our 
tour we lunched in the cafe housed in the 19

th
 century 

farmhouse created out of the remains of the great hall 
and then had some time to explore the ruins for our-
selves. 

Our destination for the afternoon was Lichfield, the 
main centre of Christianity in the kingdom of Mercia 
and once a place of pilgrimage, its three-spired 
medieval cathedral having a Saxon foundation 
dedicated to St Chad who was appointed Bishop of 
Mercia in 669.  As with Tutbury the cathedral was 
badly damaged during the Civil War but fortunately a 

large scale re-build was commenced in 1660 followed 
by much restoration in the 18

th
 and 19

th
 centuries. 

Small in comparison to many other English cathedrals the 
setting of the building creates an imposing impression. 
It lies within a close bordered by parkland, gardens and 
water features within which the cathedral is surrounded 
by lawns and attractive houses with beautifully kept 
gardens.  Inside we sought out medieval wall paintings 
amongst the later monuments and the Mercian heri-
tage was impressively represented by an exhibition of 
artefacts from the Staffordshire Hoard, one of the 
reasons for our visit.  Also on display was a beautiful 
example of late-Saxon sculpture discovered during 
work in the cathedral in 2003; the figure of an angel 
thought to be the archangel Gabriel once formed the 
corner of a structure possibly an altar. 

As the weather was so beautiful our friendly coach 
driver decided to take us home at the end of the day  
all along the A51 route  through rural Staffordshire and 
Cheshire, idyllic in the late afternoon sunshine. 

The only downside to the day was that only a small 
group of members took the opportunity to participate in 
such a splendid and thoroughly well organised trip. 
This raises the question as to whether the Society 
should continue to run excursions and fieldtrips?   

No one has come forward to take on Prue’s role as 
organiser so the future of both the office of Excursions 
Secretary and the Society’s summer trips is in doubt. 

Please let Council know your views, contact the 
Secretary with ideas on how and if we should 
continue to offer members the opportunity to both 
share visits to and support with our presence 

places of historical and archaeological value. 

The Society would like to wholeheartedly thank Prue 
and her husband Robin, who has assisted Prue in pre-
paratory visits, for all the time they have given to the 
Society in initiating and planning enjoyable, interesting 
and informative trips for Society members over so 
many years. 

Julie Edwards 

The Distant Voices Exhibition also has a programme  

of accompanying events including: 

 25 September, Exhibition tour with Sylvia Hikins 
 9 October, ‘Death and the Vikings’ lecture by Professor 

Howard Williams  
 16 October, ‘Tombs of Vikings? Hogback Tombs Revisited’ 

lecture by Professor Howard Williams 
 17 October, ‘Lapskaus is Scouse’, poetry and Nordic music 

with Sylvia Hikins and friends 
 21 October, ‘Jewellery from the Land of Ice and Fire’ activity 

for children and families 
 23 October, ‘Tales from the Land of Ice and Fire’ event for 

children and families 
 23 October, ‘Christian Vikings: Rune-Stones as Material 

Culture’ lecture by Professor Howard Williams 

Society Excursion to Tutbury and Lichfield 
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The Chester Antiquary is published twice a year, in Spring and Autumn.    
We welcome letters and articles from members.  

Contributions for the next newsletter should be with the newsletter editor  

Carolyne Kershaw no later than 28th February 2014. 

Society Contact Information 

Library 

Members are welcome to browse through the Society’s library at Chester 
History and Heritage (general books) and Chester University (journals) 

 

 

Society Fieldwork Group at Poulton 

Internet 

http://www.chesterarchaeolsoc.org.uk 

Following a request from Grosvenor Estates to delay any excavations at Eccleston until summer 2014,  
a small number of Society volunteers were invited to Poulton by Mike Emery and his team to help  
excavate and document two iron-age ring ditches.  

This was very swiftly and kindly arranged by Society member Niall MacFadyen and we are very grateful to  
him for organising it at such short notice and to Mike Emery and Dr Kevin Cootes for the opportunity for our  
members to excavate this very important site at Poulton. 


